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Above Mars, as shot though the “ Doc
G” 12" LX200 on October 28-29, 2005.
Nikon Cool pix 4500 digital camera,
Scopetronix 14mm eyepiece. The view on
the | eft was taken at 9:30 pm, the view on
the right about 3 hourslater. All
observers were alittle surprised that we
couldn’t see any hint of the south polar
icecap (south is to the upper right in the
two images shown). Everyone was
impressed with the steadiness of the
atmosphere, giving us even better looks

Continued on page 2

Spontaneity at the Yanna Research Station

by TimEllestad

T herecent Mars observetion
gahering a the Yanna
Research Station demon-
strated the most important € ement of
amateur astronomica observing in the
Midwest - spontaneity! When the night
sky isdisplaying the celestid detail that
we want to see and wesather conditions
are conducive to good viewing we ned
to se ze the opportunity and head f or
YRS.

When MAS Newsl etter Editor John
Rummd saw the magic combination
gpproaching - Mars spectacularly dose
and clear skies predicted - he sent out an
Email afew daysin advance suggesting
that he and a couple guestswould be
observing at YRS if anyone caredtojoin
him. While thisisn't exactly an example
of “drop-everything-and-run” decision

From the President

by Neil Robinson

reetings Felow MAS'ers.

Fdl is here with its panoply

of daytime colour and
nighttimebright-star wonders.

The opposition of Marsisupon us
and presentsthe best opportunity of our
timestosee Mars“dose up.” There are
severd Mars-gazing opportunities being
organized and some, at the UW
Washburn Observatory and UW Space
Place, would encourage the participation
of MAS members. Cdl the UWSP for
detals.

We hdd aMars party on the night of
October 28 out a YRS (see article be ow)
and about 15 people showed up. The
observing conditionswere ided and
much fun astronomy was done.

making it does demonstratethat only a
modest amount of lead time is usudly
provided for the decision to head for the
observatory. A number of MAS members
recognized this as a good chance for an
enjoyable observing outing and came
down to YRS. It became areally fun
evening with some ectacular viewing
as have been many similar evenings over
theyears a our observatory.

But gatherings such asthiswill
mostly happen only when individua
members decide on their own that
conditions look good for observing and
then make tha “spur-of-the-moment”
decisionto head for YRS. While MAS
will dways atempt to hold afew wel-
announced observing eventsat YRS
every year the probability of Midwest
weather scuttling theobservingis

In addition to severd privatdy owned
instruments, the Doc G ingrument and
the17” Dob were opened up and pointed
a Marsalong with all theusual suspects.
The big Dob showed up M1 the Crab
Nebula particularly wel, and with the use
of an H-Alpha/O3 filter it even showed
good detal of M1. The Andromeda
Gdaxy, M31, was dearly visibletothe
naked eye and showed up very well in
even the smalest instruments. The
evening was capped by a splendid
showing of bright meteors, mog likdy
late Orionids or early Taurids.

There may be other opportunitiesfor
good Marsand “Usud Suspects’ viewing
intheweeks ahead, so come on out and
seeit!

significant. When we make these planned
outings even more sdectiveby limiting
them to moonless Saturday nights with
pleasant temperaturesyou can see how
narrow the prospects for success might
get. Over the years YRS has been the
scene of many impromptu MAS star
parties and observing gatherings. These
events were enjoyable, informative, and
most of all, cordid. But most of them
weren't planned. MAS members simply
recognized the evening’ s potentid for
observing and went to YRS.

Many newer members of MAS have
expressed an interest in obsrving a YRS
but only if there will be other members at
theobservatory as wdl. Thisisunder-
standable since it would provideguidance

Continued on page 2
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From the Observatory Director

by TimEllestad

dl, asmuch as | hateto

say it, cold weather is

probably not toofar in the
future. And while cold nightscan
sometimes bring some pretty jumpy
seding they can dso providesome
spectacular dark skies. Cdm conditions
and snug winter garb can make teking
advantage of these dramatic skies
surprisingly comfortable. The user
friendly heating systeminthe YRS
clubhouse will definitdy make
“observer’ schill” athing of thepast.

Actudly the YRS dubhouse provides

severd cold wegther comforts to take the
frost of f your nose and make the evening
an enjoyable experience. The microwave
is there towarm up cold evening snacks
and the coffee maker isat the ready, too,
even just to heat water for hot chocol ae.
Remember though - VERY IMPOR-
TANT! Any food items that you bringin
must be thoroughly cleaned up before
leaving - all crumbs, wrappers, or residue
needs to be taken back homewith you.
YRS has no trash or garbage service and

food remnants only atract life forms tha
are unwed come in the dubhouse. Also, ho
potable water isavalable & YRS for
ether making coffee or chocolateor for
cleaning up - so bring ajug of clean

water with you.

Once again, each year | givethe
standard reminder about dubhouse heat
control. Do not touch thethermostats.
The thermostas are set to maintain the
clubhouse temperature a a minimum of
about 50 degrees to make the computers
reliable and to keep thebuilding at the
ready for areasonably quick warm-up. If
you want more warmth simply set some
timeonthe big electricd timer onthe
floor below the air conditioner. In ashort
amount of timethe dectric heating
system will bring the ambient tempera-
ture up to a pre-set 68 degrees. If the
timerisstill runningwhen you are
cdosing upthe observaory please try to
remember to turn the remaning timeof f.

As inprevious years, as we near the
time when the lawn freezes hard a the
observatory, | pog awarning towatch for

Calendar of Events

November 11 MAS monthly meeting & Space Place (2300 S. Park St., in the Villager
Mal). Business meeting 7:00 pm, main meeting 7:30; spesker is
Professor Ed Churchwdl, UW Madison Astronomy Department,
specking on “New Results from GLIMPSE Survey.” GLIMPSE stands
for Gdactic Legacy Mid-Plane Survey Extraordinaire and isa survey of
infrared stars made with the Spitzer Space Telescope. Spitzer was
launched two yearsago into an orbit around thesun a thedistance of
theearth. As Spitzer slowly movesaway from earthin itsorbit, astrono-
mers have been ableto observe our gdaxy ininfrared wavelengths.
Professor Churchwell spoke tothe MAS last year about thetel escope
and UW's plans for itssurvey. Now he has more results to share with

us.

November 16 MM SD Planetarium Public Program. Memorial High School, 201 S.
Gammon Road. 6:30 and 7:45, dl tickets $2. “Solar System Update’
Comesee and hear what you’'ve wondered about theMars Rovers,
Cassini a Saturn, Desp Impact, and more as our robotic explorers send
back newsfrom the solar system. Cdl 663-6102 for info.

December 9

Annud MA S Solstice Cd ebration (nee Christmas party). Space Place

(2300 S. Pak st., in the Villager Mdl) 7:30 pm.

December 21 MM SD Planetarium Public Program. Memorid High School, 201 S.
Gammon Road. 6:30 and 7:45, dl tickets $2. “Season Of Light” Annud
seasonal program. Cdl 663-6102 for info.
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the barricade that we place across our
driveway where it enters our mowed area
No vehides are dlowed to drive onthe
YRS lawn during frozen conditions. In
the past winter vehicletraffic produced a
lot of winter kill in thegrassand re-
seading alawn a YRSisdifficult
without water avalable I'll put the
barricade out when the turf gets frozen
and it will remain inplace until the lawvn
hardens up after the spring thaw.

Take advantage of our wonderful
fecilitiesa YRS thiswinter and do some
observing under those strikingly transpar-
ent skies.

Spontaneity, cont.

and assistance and certainly MAS
members are willing to hd p whenever
they can. But when you consider the
difficulty inforecasting suitable condi-
tionsin combination with the fact that
MAS is an organization of volunteers you
can see tha predictable paticipation a
YRS isn't a convenience tha we can
offer. We need to chance the trip to the
observatory on our own. However, don’ t
overlook the potentid for Email or, better
yet, the good old tdephone. A little
friendly encouragement can help get
observers together as well.

Astronomicd observingis truly an
undertaking tha permits participation
only when conditions are favorable, and
observers must be willing to take
advantage of opportunitieswhen they
occur. If we embrace thisapproach |
think that YRS will become a much
busier place. With other members doing
the same thing these gatherings and star
paties will sdf-generate

Mars pictures, cont.

at Marsthan we had two years ago
during the historic opposition of August
2003. (Image details: each shotis a
composit of approximatey 100 frames,
processed with Keth's Image Stacker for
OSX. (Image credit: John Rummel)
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2006 Observer’s Handbook

by Neil Robinson

ow isthetimeto place your
order for the 2006

Observer's Handbook.
Bdow isthe description of thebook from
the publisher. Followingis ordering
information.

Observer's Handbook 2006. 98th year
of publication. Editor: Dr. Rgiv Gupta
The Royd Astronomical
Society of Canada. 304
pages, soft cover.

The Observer' s
Handbook isover a 304-
page guide published
annudly since 1907 by
The Royd Astronomical
Society of Canada.
Through itslong tradition
and the expertise of more
than 40 contributors, the
Observer's Handbook has
come to be regarded as the
standard North American
ref erence for dataon the
sky. The materid in the
Handbook is of interest to professiond
and amateur astronomers, scentists,
teechers & dl leves, students, science
writers, campers, scout and guide leaders,
as wdl as interested general readers. The
Observer's Handbook isan integrd part
of many astronomy courses & the
secondary and university leves, and it
should be on the reference shef of every
library.

The various section in the Observer's
Handbook are of two kinds:

1) Sections deding with astronomicd
events which occur during the current
year, e.g. timesof sunriseand sunset,
moonrise and moonset (for |atitudes 20 to
62 degreesN), edipses, location of the
planets and bright asteroids, returns of
periodic comets, times of meteor show-
ers, predictions of occultations by the
Moon and by asteroids, the orbitd
positions of the brighter satdlites of both
Jupiter and Saturn, and predictions of the
cydes of many vaiable stars. Thereis a
28-page section called “ The Sky Month
by Month” which givesan extensive

ORSERVER'S -
TTANTIBOOR.
2006

listing of events.

2) Sections deding with astronomica
data and other information which do not
vary from year to year (dthough revi-
sions are made annudly to ensure tha the
informaionisthe best available), e.g.
orbitd and physical daa on theplanets
and ther satdlites, astronomicd and
physicd constants, some
opticd propeties of
telescopes and binocul ars,
information on filters for
astronomica observing,
light pollution and sky
transparency, a description
of the various systems of
specifying time, informa
tion onthe Suninduding
sunspotsand aurorae, alist
of meteorite craters in
Canada and the United
States, advice on using the
Observer's Handbook for
teaching astronomy,
information on theGegen-
schen and zodiacd light, 40 pages of
authoritative tablesdeding with stars,
star dusters, nebulae and gd axies, maps
of the Moon and the entire sky.

Ordering Information

orma price per individud
N copy, induding shipping, is
$28.95. By ordering asa
group, we pay only $18.45. (If more than
10 copies are ordered, the cost is further
reduced to only $16.95 per copy. | will
issuearefund if thisisthe case)

To order your copy, send acheck in
theamount of $18.45 for each copy made
out to: Neil Robinson, 5646 Lake
Mendota Drive, Madison, WI 53705. The
order for MAS will be placed on Novem-
ber 12th, <0 dl orders MUST BE
RECEIVED prior to that date. If you are
mailing your order tome and it iscloseto
the deadline, please phone or email tolet
meknow. 238-4429,
ne landtanya@mail bag.com

Notes From Your
Treasurer

byMary Ellestad

member, Laura Smail, and
wel come back a returning
member, Tom Hal.

At the last meeting | tried for a new
“Fastest Budget Ever” record but there
was some discussion and some good
suggestions so | will make afew changes
and have the find version for approval at
the November meeting.

A truly big Thank You to everyone
who has paid their MAS dues and
subscriptionsrenewals. | have sent in
both the Astronomy and Sky & Td
renewd s so hopefully we will dl stop
getting notices from them. If you haven't
pad your MAS dues, we hope that you
will soon.

Also - Don't missthe chance to doa
little socidizing and gabbing & the
December meeting/party (mostly party).
The meeting lasts about 5 minutes,
everyone bringsatrea of some kind and
we spend the rest of the evening catching
up with each other’ s stories, bad jokes,
whatever. If you still haven’t beentothe
new Space Place, check our website for
directions or cdl any officer. Hope to see
you there. I'll try to remember the name
tag thing since we do have some new
members.

FYI - It looks like the March banquet
will bea CJson the esst side again. I'll
have more info and menu choices inthe
next newsletter. We Il probably have
about four choices againsoif theré's
anything you'd like (or didn’t like last
year) just let me know. The one thing that
| know we want to keep istheice cream
sundaes!

I 'd like to wel come a new
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First Class

Madison Astronomical Society members are active

in sharing the pleasures of astronomy with the public, acting as a resource
for students and teachers, and exchanging information at Society

meetings which occur monthly. The Society continues to

pursue its original goal to “promote the science of astronomy
and to educate the public in the wonders of the universe.”

For more information about the Society,

please contact one of the officers listed at left or

visit us on the web at:

www. madisonastro.org

MAS Membership Form

Name

Stregt

City/Sate/Zip

Phone/email

Please cirde membership type
Student ($5.00)

Regular ($30.00)

Observing ($70.00)

End ose check and make payable to
the Madison Astronomical Society.
Mail to MAS Attention Mary Ellestad,
2810 Mason ., Madison, W 53705




