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(From the President

by Neil Robinson

Greetings Felow MAS Members.

The winter Solstice and associated festivities are upon uswith long
nights offering opportunitiesfor stargazing the brightest constd | ations of
theyear.

The dub has been doing fixup work a the YRS observaories and
getting ready to break ground for the new C11 mount as soon as theturf
firmsup inthe spring.

The cdlub recently received a $2000 grant from Altria Corporation, and |
would liketo thank Matt Millsfor initiaing theidea of pursuing thisgrant
and Mary Ellestad for collecting, ddivering and explaning the necessary
documentsto satisfy Altria of our grant-worthiness.

Weather permitting, New Y ears Eve should off er the annud opportunity
for MAS membersto gather a UW Space Place to hel p showcase our sport
to thepublic as pat of USBank Eve

The next regular meeting will be Friday, January 14 as usud at UW
Space placeat 7:30 pm. Hope to see you therel

\- J

From the Observatory Director

by Tim Ellestad

Winter at YRS

| hopethat everyonewill beableto find sometimeavail ableand somed ear nights
to enjoy winter observing a the Y annaResear ch Sation. The cold months can provide
us same strikingly dark, transparent skies. Pl esse take advantage of the chill-fighting
luxury of our snug, nicdy heated dubhouse.

Please remember that to kring the heat up from 50 degrees (the maintained
temperature) to room temperature simply set sometimeontheheater timer on thefloor
just bddow the ar conditioner. The rest is automatic. Pesse DO NOT change the
thermostat settings When you lock up and go home pl ease remember to diminateany
timeleft on the heat timer by turning it around to the zero position - you'll hear aloud
sngpof therel ay asthe hestersshut off. Whil etheheat woul deventud |y timeout anyway
wecan still hdp saveon our bill from Alliant Energy.

The Orion Nebulais cdling. Enjoy.

YRS repaired

As per our contract with Alliance Construction much needed repairs a the Yanna
Research Sation have been accomplished. As they indicaed when we signed the
contract, Alliance schedul ed our work after the compl eti on of their house construction
jobs and, as it turned aut, deer hunting. While it ssemed we might be running out of
working wegther thisyear thejob got donewithout any panic. TheAlliancecrew did a

From the Treasurer

byMary Ellestad

Donation From AltriaGroup: In early
December, MAS received a generous donation
from Altria Group, Inc. Altriais the parent
company of Kraft, Oscar Mayer and a number
of other companies. The Madison Astronomi-
cd Society extends a sincere thank you to
Altriafor their donation towards our operating
expenses. | would aso like tothank member
Matt Millsfor thefront work that resulted in
thisdonation and for putting themin touch
with me Altriarequired quite alist of items
regarding MAS tha | was ableto collect and
send to them. It was certainly worth our effort -
Thanksagan to Altriaand Mait.

Spring Banquet: Friday, March 11th. The
MAS banquet will be & CJsEast with
cocktailsa 6:00 and dinner a 7:00. The
speaker will be our friend Jim Lattisfrom
Space Place. Heis still choosing the topic and,
since his presentations are dways enjoyable
and informative, it should be agreat evening.
Please plan on atending - it would be niceto
get to know some of our newer members and
the" older” onesare dwaysfun, too. The menu
choicesare Roast Beef - $15, Chicken Cordon
Bleu - $16, Broiled Wdleye - $18, Vegetable
Stir Fry - $13. Dessert Alert - indudes a
chocolatesundae Please send your check to
Mary Ellestad, 2810 Mason St., Madison, WI
53705 by March 1st.

thoroughand expedient job, faithfullyliving up to
their very modest estimae They will be doing
someadditiond work for usinthe Spring, building
the new instdlation for the C11 te escope.

A vey high priority job was therepar of the
Clubhouse door thresholds. The origind thresh-
olds were simply trested lumber pieces that ex-
tended out from thefoundation slab to support the
front of thed uminum door threshold plate. Y ears
of gitting in the ground, eternadly wet, findly

Continued on page 3
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Madison Agronomical Society
membersare adive in sharing the
pleasures of asronomy with the
public, acting as aresource for
sudents and teachers, and
exchangi ng i nformation at Soci ety
meetings whi ch occur monthly. The
Society conti nues to pursue its
original goal to“promate the
<cience of agronomy andto
educate the public i nthe wonders
of theuniverse”
For more information about the
Society, please contact one of the
officerslised above.

MAS thanks
Internet Dynamics Cor por ation
for hosting our web presence
Visit MASon theweb at:

www.madisonastro.org
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Calendar of Events

December 31

USBank Eve, from 6-10 pm. Teescopeswill beset up inparkinglot if

the sky is dear. Wetypicadly have between 500 and 1000 visitors that
evening and te escope viewing isadways mentioned as one the activi-
tiesthat brings people to Space Place. V olunteers will receive aUS
Bank Evet-shirt! Space Place (1605 S. Park St.).

January 14

MAS regular monthly meeting. Our gpegker is our own John Rummd,

spesking on “Getting stated with digitd astrophotography.” Space
Place (1605 S. Park St.). Business meeting 7:00, main presentation

7:30.
January 19

MM SD Planetarium Public Program: Skywatching: explore the current

night sky. Learn how to identify constdlationsand planets and more.
Memorid High School, corner Mineral Point and Gammon, 663-6102
for info. All tickets $2. Programs at 6:30 and 7:45.

January 25

Space Place Annua T escope Clinic, 6:30-9 pm. Come help new or

inexperienced tel escope owners set up and try out their tel escopes.
One-on-one hdpis especidly usef ul so the more volunteerswe have,
the more people we can get out looking a thenight ky.

February 11

MAS regular monthly megting. Program TBA. Space Place (1605 S.

Park St.). Business megting 7:00, main presentation 7:30.

February 12

Eath Partnership for Families, 6:30-8:30 & the McK ay Center inthe

UW Arboretum. Indoor activities (induding hot chocolate and cookies)
are planned al ong with tel escope viewing. The event is free and open
tothepublic so bring your family adong for a fun evening!

February 16

MMSD P anetarium Public Program: Update on the Cassini missionto

Saurn and the Titan Huygenslander. Memorid High School, corner
Minerd Point and Gammon, 663-6102 for info. All tickets $2. Pro-

gramsat 6:30 and 7:45.
March 11

MAS annual banquet, CJs east. Menu choices and instructions for

reserving your spot can be found in the treasurer’ s column on page 1 of
thisnewsletter. Cocktals a 6:00 pm, dinner a 7:00.

Your Turn

Dear editor,

MAS observing member Mat Mills
was able to secure a $2,000 donation to
the Madison Astronomicd Society from
Altria, the parent company of Kraft
Foods and Oscar Mayer. Hepresented the
check a the December Annud Holiday
party.

In January of 2004 Matt was looking
into writing a grant proposd tothe fund a
new observatory a Yanna Research
Stetion. He learned of the Shoemaker-
Levy Grant but the money for thegrant
temporarily ran out. While investigating
the grant proposd he came across the
club history on Oscar Mayer and the

Monona observaory. The Madison
Astronomicd Society was instrumentd in
saving the Oscar Mayer Observatory
building. He gpproached Altrig, the
parent company of Madison's Oscar
Mayer Company. They said they would
givethe Madison A stronomicd Society
$2,000 from their nonprofit donation
fund.

Matt hopes themoney will be used
for dubimprovements. Matt isnow
working on securing several more
donations and grants. He would like to
see other dlub members use their connec-
tionsto bring more donations into the
club.

Debbie Mills



Observatory Director, cont.

rotted them out. Alliance instdled the re-
placement treated |lumber pieces with ahol -
low ggp underneath, open to the outside.
This way the wood can dry out in good
wesether, extending the service life of the
new thresholds.

In additionto new threshol dssomelong
overdue additionsto thed ubhouseare now
instdled - combination storm and screen
doors. Thesedoorswill provideseverd much
needed i mprovementstothebuilding. They
will protect our exi sting exterior doors from
theravagesof sunandwegther ; they will add
someinsulati oneffect; andthey will provide
anice way to cross-ventilae the d ubhouse
in good weather without letting in dl the
bugsin Brooklyn Township.

Our dubhousehas had anotebleflawv in
itsexteriorfinishwhichdaesback toitsvery
construction. Thestucco cladding that cov-
erstheexteriorwal | swasnotwel | finisheda
the top of the end wa lswhere the dadding
should meet the soffits. There were some
significant ggps| eft. Thesegaps could It in
wesether, hornets (and other bugs), and pos-
sibly vermin. The guys from Alliance in-
stdled some additiond cedar trim to cover
these ggps. Come warm weather we will
haveto caul k, primeand pa nt thenew wood.
Thisisanicesol utiontoanotherwiseglaring

defect.

Theextensionof theprivy deck handrail
hasbeenconstructed. Building coderequires
our handrail to extend dl theway down the
whed chair ramp due to the deck and ramp
devation and pitch. Along withtherailing
Alliance dso instdled the coderequired
whed barier lip d ongtheedgesof theramp
and deck.

TheArt Koger Observatory or AKOhas
needed someadditiond construction to suit
the ingdlation of the Pro Dome, its most
recent top. The old dame that was repl aced
had an extended skirt around its base tha
covered thetop ring of the buildingframing.
Thenew domesitsatoptha topring,leaving
it exposedtothed ements.Whilethetopring
isbultof treated lumber it was not designed
to beweether tight. So someadditiond con-
struction was needed to sed off the AKO
where thewd s meet the dome sbhasering.

Our tentative plan for this construction
was to use beveed cedar siding as the top
layer of theadditiond sill extension so asto
createas oped water sheddingsurface. Alli-
ance improved this design by inverting it,
giving us a wider, more effective sloped
surface madeof tougher, moredurable ma-
terid - trested lumber decking. This got
edged withaniced uminumdripcap and the

whole arrangement was surfaced with rub-
ber membrane roofing materid. To com-
pl etethewatershed arubber membrane“col -
lar” wasapplied (justlikethepaper collarthe
barber gives you, guys). This “neck band”
starts just up under the lower edge of the
dome and extends down overlgpping the
roofing onthenew doped sll. TheAKOtop
sill should now be weather protected for
many years to come.

To completethework on the AKO Alli-
anceinstdled agrip of cedar “bead” trim dll
around the huilding & the top o the wall
pands, just under thenew sill. Thenew trim
strip will block any wind driven precipita:
tion from seeping in over thetop of thewdl
pands. These pieces will be caulked and
pa nted whenthe AKO itsd f is pai nted upon
the arrivd of suitable weether. Volunteers
have dready spokenfor thiswork.

With thereturn of “paintingweather” in
‘05 other work a Y RSwill need to bedone.
Onesignificant jobwill betheprep,caulking
and painting of the fascig, soffits, and new
trimonthed ubhouse YRSwill dwaysnesd
some kind o panting and minor repair.
P ease consider offering your services- this
iswork tha members can do and MAScan
greatly benefit by financidly.

For Sale

Cdestar 8 (C-8) with: 14mm Tedevue
Radian, wedge-pod, 32mm Cdestron
Nexstar Plossl, vibration
suppression pads, JMI
motodec, hand
controller, dew
shidd, skylight
filter/dust sed,
and telrad.

Thisisagrea
socope for visud or
photographic obser
ing. Lighter than
comparable goto
telescopes. Itis
inexcdlent
condition. Asking $800.00. Contact AJ
Caver at acarver@wisc.edu.

Book Review: Archives of the Universe: A Treasury of Astronomy’s Historic

Works of Discovery by Marcia Bartusiak

by John Rummd

Thislate 2004 publicationfills
another important niche in the history of
astronomy. MarciaBartusiak is an
accomplished science writer with a
number of well-known titles to her name,
induding Thursday s Universe. Her
premisein this book is that many of us
know the stories - Gdileo’s te escopic
discoveries, or Fraunhoffer’'s explication
of solar spectra - but how many of us
have actudly read Sidereus nuncius or
Fraunhoffer’ ssemind paper where he
reveds that the dark spectrd lines are
tdling us something about the stars
themsdves?

Bartusiak’s Archives contains 75
excerpts from the origina discoverer’ s
themsdves, from the ancient Mayan

Venus Tables and the Greeks, to the
modern discovery of extra-solar planets
and the accel erating expansion of the
universe. In the words of the scientists
and researchers themsdves, you'll hear
about the astronomical discoveries that
shaped our modern view of the world.
Bartusiak introduces esch excerpt with a
3-5 page essay tha puts thescientist and
the discovery in context. At nearly 700
pages, thisbook contains alot of pri-
mary-sour ce meat. Because of its
organization, it doesnot need to be read
beginning to end, but you can dip your
toein at your pleasure.

Archivesis another book that has
teken its place on my nightdand, and will
be there for some time to come.
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Thisresourcelistis madeup of peoplewho havespecid intarestswhich
they arewilling, even eeger, to sharewith athersin the Sod ety. Many
membaes, not liged, d so areinterested i n particul ar agpects of astronomy and
havecons derabl eexperti seinviewi ng and i magi ng theski es. Membears are
encouraged to cometo themonthly meetings not only to get to knowthe
othe mambas, but to discussand enjoy ther pedd or general interestsin
vari ous agpects of astronomy. ThisisaSodety of beginners and experienced
amateurs. From timetoti mewe have seasoned professi ond sattending. The
medtings areagood timeto meat thesepeopleaswdll. Seeyou there

Resource Peopleand Specid Interests

The resource list is currently being revised and rebuilt. If
you would like to be listed as a dub resource, please submit
your nameand contect info to darksky25@charter.net.

Possibleareas of expertise indude
Vaiablestars
Plangtary and lunar observing and imaging
Deep space object observing and imaging
Solar observing and imaging
Observatory design and construction
History of astronomy
Computers and software
Comet and asteroid astrometry and photometry
Occultationsand grazes

First Class

MAS Membership Form
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