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(From the President

by Neil Robinson

reetings fdlow MAS ers, the autumna equinox has passed and
fdl isbringing such ddights as Orion, the Flelades and Leonids.

It al so brought a fineevening on Sept 24 for the Moon Over
MononaTerrace event which enjoyed a fine turnout of MAS membersand
viewing public. Thank you todl MAS'ers who came out with their equip-
ment to make thisevent, once again, a success.

Thanks are al so due to our Vice Pres. Wynn Wacker for hisusual superb
job of usingthe PA system for a guided-tour commentary of what was
avalable to be seen through the scopes.

We owe thanks to Mark Hanson and Mat Millsfor doing some much
needed painting work & Y RS. Others have al so volunteered and we hope to
get the most urgent work done before the weather catches up with the
cdender (any minutenow).

We have afina plan frozen to build a new mounting for the C11 scope at
YRS and funds have been voted by the membership a& meeting, so hopefully
work can begin shortly.

Results of the 2004 Madison
Astronomical Society Member Survey

by Jeffrey E. Shokler

bership survey amed a acquiring basdine information about the member-

ship and their interests. The survey was dso amed a providing the
committee with information regarding member knowledge of and use of the
organization's Yanna Research Station (YRS) observatory facilities and dark sky
site. Callectivdy, thisinformation would be used by thecommitteeand by the
MAS Board to assess current use and to plan for future use, maintenance, and
fecility upgrades of the YRS site. One hundred and three surveys were mailed to
MAS members. Fifty-five responses were received resultingin a 53.4% return
rae.

Thefirst part of the survey was designed to acquire datathat could beused to
profile the current membership of the MAS interms of their membership levd,
length of membership, sdf assessed td escope experience and astrophotogr gphy
experience. The survey respondents were evenly split between Regular (49.1%)
and Obsarving (49.1%) Members with only one Student Member (1.8%) repre-
sented. The distribution of survey respondents by length of membership was

I n March of thisyear the MAS Ad Hoc YRS Committee sent out a mem-
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bimodd with 40% having been members for
two years or lessand 30.9%for over 10 yeas.

Over 60% of therespondents characterized
themsdves as having an “intermediae’ to
“advanced” leve of experience withtele-
scopes; 34.5% consider themsdves* begin-
ners’ or as having no te escope experience. In
contrast, most of the respondents (67.3%) have
no astrophotography experience or consider
themseves “beginners;” 32.7% dassified their
experience with astrophotography as “interme-
dige’ or “advanced.”

Members were then asked to rank their
interest on ascaleof 1 to 5 (one being low
interest, 5 being high interest) in a seriesof
astronomy related topics. The top five topics of
greatest interest to the survey respondents were
(in descending order of average interest):
tel escope observing, planets, gd axies, nebul ee,
and comets. The topicsof least interest to
respondents were (in ascending order from
lowest to highest interest): amaeur tel escope
making, atificial satdlites, astrometry, film
astrophotogrgphy, and “ other” astrophotogra
phy. Thirteen (56.5%) of the twenty-three
topicssurveyed in this question had an average
interest score exceeding the median score of 3
on a5point cde

Over 65% of MAS members observe or
image between one to five nights per month.
Almost two thirds of the respondents (63.6%)
most often observe from home, while dmost
10% (9.1%) most often observe & YRS.
Nearly dl of the respondents (91%) own some
form of astronomy equipment; 46 members
own binoculars and 48 own tdescopes. The
most common type of tel escope ownedis a
Schmidt Cassegrain followed dosdy by
refrectors. The relativey high number of
members who own sola filters (37) suggests
solar observing is of some interest to the
membership.

Whileinterest in film astrophotography is
low, the number of respondents who own an
SLR camerafor astrophotography is rather
high a 30. In contrast, only seven respondents
owned CCD imaging cameras and eight owned
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Madison Agronomical Society
membersare adive in sharing the
pleasures of asronomy with the
public, acting as aresource for
sudents and teachers, and
exchangi ng i nformation at Soci ety
meetings whi ch occur monthly. The
Society conti nues to pursue its
original goal to“promate the
<cience of agronomy andto
educate the public i nthe wonders
of theuniverse”
For more information about the
Society, please contact one of the
officerslised above.

MAS thanks
Internet Dynamics Cor por ation
for hosting our web presence
Visit MASon theweb at:

www.madisonastro.org
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Survey, cont.

web cams for imaging purposes.

Turning to results rdating to the
organization itsdf, about hadf of the
respondents indiceated they attend MAS
monthly meetings. Virtudly dl of the
respondents (98.2%) were satisfied with
the current MAS dues structure, yet
amost two thirds of the respondents
would dso be willing to pay higher dues
to support non- YRS related activitiesand
programming (12.7% did not respond to
thequestion and 23.6% responded that
they would not support paying higher
duesfor this purpose). I n addition, over
70% of the respondentswere dso willing
to pay higher dues to cover higher YRS
insurance and maintenance costs (18.2%
did not respond to the question and only
9.1% indicated they would not support
higher duesfor thispurpose). Almost
90% of the membersresponding to the
survey indicated they had visited the
MASweb site

The remainder of the survey focused
on member use of the YRS fecilities.
78.2% of therespondents indicated they
had been to YRS, but only 38.2% had
atended a YRS orientation session.
Oveall, member use of Y RSislow with
45% responding that they either never
observed or imaged & YRS orthey did so
only 1-2 times per month; 7.3% observed
or imaged 3-10 nights per month, while
14.5% responded that they observed or
imaged either “at somepoint inthepast,
but not anymore’ or “as often as pos-
sible”

The primary interests of respondents
with regard to YRS are (in descending
order from highest average interest to
lowest): te escope observing, learning
astronomy from advanced/skilled MAS
members, observing workshops led by
experienced MAS members, MAS star
parties, and equi pment workshops with
experienced MAS members. The clear
signd from the results of thisquestionis
that the membership ismost interested in
using the YRS facilities when other
people are present, particularly when
experienced members are present so they
can learn more and thereby improve their

skillsand under standing of astronomy.

Of lesst interest to the respondents at
YRS (in ascending order from lowest
interest to highest interest) are film
astrophotogrgphy, unaided eye observing,
MAS socid events, binocular observing,
and Y RS science endeavors.

The most commonly used fecilities &
YRS are the concretepads followed
cosdy by the dubhouse The 12" LX200
intheroll-off structure and the 17”
Dobsonian were the most frequently used
instrumentsfollowed by the 11”
Cdestron Schmidt-Cassegran.

The quantitativesurvey results
documented in thisreport and the
guditaiveresponses from thesurvey will
provide theYRS Ad Hoc Committee, the
Observatory Committee, and the MAS
Boad with extremdy useful information
for assessment and planning purposes for
thefuture of the society and of theY RS
fecilities. As amember of theAd Hoc
Committes, | would like to express my
thanks to the MAS membership for their
outstanding response to this survey.

Members of the YRS Ad Hoc
Committee:

Neil Robinson (Chair)
Dr. R. A. Greiner
Tim Ellestad

Mark Hanson

Rodney Het

Dave Odell

Jeffrey Shokler

For Sale:

MegaView 20x80 Wide Angle
Binocular (originally $439.00)
Paragon-Plus Binocular Mount and
Tripod (originally $279.00)

Both of these items are in perfect
condition, only used twice. Binocs
have acase. Both are black.

Please make an offer.

Contact Laurie Werth, 249-8218 or
|werth@wisc.edu




Capitol Skies, November/December 2004

A few notes from your treasurer

byMary Ellestad

Elizabeth Brinn Foundation Donation

very specid thanksfrom
A MAS to member Bill Jollie
for presenting MASwitha
third generous donation from the Eliza-
beth Brinn Foundation. Bill indicated that
hehoped thiswould be used to augment
maintenance and projects & YRS.
Sincethe project to build ahandi-
cgpped-accessible deck with aroll-off
shdter to place our Cdestron C-11 back
in service was just gpproved at the | ast
mexting, it seemslikdy and fitting that
thisgift be put toward tha project.
Thanks again to the Elizabeth Brinn
Foundation and Bill Jollie for continuing
to assist MAS inour eforts toimprove
YRS.

Dues & Subscription Renewals
Thank You, Thank You to everyone

who paidfor their dues and magazine
subscri ptions so promptly thisyear. |
mailed the subscription renewad s to
Astronomy and Sky & Tel on October
18thsoif ether one keeps sending you
notices please just ignore them. Even
though the cutoff for subscriptions has
passed, I'm hoping that those who haven't
yet paidther MAS dues will still send
them in and renew their member ship for
another year.

Welcome To New Members

Troy Johnson, Richard Burner, Mark
Grandau and John Wunderlin.

December Meeting

For our new membersand anyone
who missed it last year, thisisaquick
reminder that our December meetingisa

Holiday get-together. Everyone brings a
treat of somekindandwe dl just
socidize and tdk astronomy or whatever
for acouple of hours. If we have a
business meeting & dl, Neil has been
informed that it must be 5 minutes or
less!! Timand | hope to see you there and
forgive meif | do thenametag thing but
we have quite afew new membersand
we don't dl know eech other yet.

March Banquet (speaking of another
year)

Just to let you know ahead of time-
Jane Breun has managed to reserve CJ's
East for our March 2005 banquet. It's
been afew years since weve gone there.
We will probably look & menu choices a
the next megting.

Thanksagain everyone

November 9

November 12

November 17

December 10

December 14

December 31

Calendar of Events

UW Space Place: A tak by historian of science Dr. Peter Saobol, “The A stronomy of Johann Kepler.”
7:00 pm, 1605 S. Park St., admission free.

MAS regular monthly meeting. Our spesker isa UW Astronomy dept grad student, Soeren Me bom,
“Tides instars - and ther effect on stdlar rotation and binary orbits.” Much likelunar tides on the earth,
two stars inadose binary (stars separation lessthan 1 AU) create tidd waves in eech other. With tides
cometidd interactionsleading to changesin the spin (rotation) of the stars as wel asthe shgpe of the
binary orbit. The main focus of the tak will be on the observationd evidence of tidd interactions in
dose binary starswith solar-like companions. Such observations are important to hel p theoretica
astrophysicists under stand the physics of tidd interactionsin stars. Space Place (1605 S. Park St.).
Business meeting 7:00, main presentation 7:30.

MM SD Planetarium Public Program: Solar System Update, an update on the progress and current status
of the Mars Explorer Rover and Cassini Saturn missions. Memoria High School, corner Minerd Point
and Gammon, 663-6102 for info. All tickets $2. Programs at 6:30 and 7:45.

MAS annual holiday party, 7:30 pm. Space Place(1605 S. Park St.).

UW Space Place: A tak by astronomer Dr. Barb Whitney, “UW-Madison's GLIMPSE of the Milky
Way and the Spitzer Space Telescope.” 7:00 pm, 1605 S. Pak St., admission free

UW Space Place: 6-10 pm: USBank Eve events at Space Place, induding sky viewing (weather permit-
ting). Thereisan admission charge for dl USBank Eve events, but volunteers from MAS are most
wel come and will receivefreeadmission and the usual nice event t-shirt.
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“To the Editor”

Dear Editor,

As many of you know, my husband
Mark Hanson has a passion for digita
astrophotography. He's considered one of
the top digitd astrophotographers in the
world right now. He recently entered
three photos (for three different catego-
ries) inthe Third A nnua Photo Contest
and Exhibit through the L odeStar
Astronomy Center and Albuquerque
Astronomica Socdiety. Not surprisingly,
hewon two first place avards and one
second place award. The pictures should
beon their web sitesoon & http://
taes.org/astroimages.html and will be
viewed by the public at the LodeStar
Astronomy Center located inthe New
Mexico Museum of Naturd History and
Sdence in Albuguerque, New Mexico.
Congratulaions Mark!

—Lori Hanson

Dear Editor,

Ma ntenance to and improvements of
our fecilitiesat YRS has been for many
years now atopic very dear to me. There
has been somedetonation of the fecilities
inthelast three yearswhich | have
complaned about. These issues have
been the subject of discussionat MAS
meetings for some months now.

| am very hagppy to report and express
my pleasure about the work that has been
donein thelast week on the Doc G
observatory. It was in dire need of
panting. | am nolonger able, as | was as
ayouth of 70, to do the physical |abor
required persondly. | discovered that
Mark Hanson and Matt Millstook up the
chdlenge and did apainting of theDoc G
building. | was downto YRS afew days
ago to inspect thejob and have to say tha
it was very professiondly done. Thus, |
publicy thank Mark and Mait for their
work. | am confident tha the building,
which is again like new, will serve the
MAS for many years to come.

Thanks and very best wishes,

—R.A.“Doc G” Greiner

Book Review:

The Book Nobody Read: Chasing the Revolutions of Nicolaus Copernicus by Owen

Gingerich, 256 pages ; Walker & Company; 2004

by John Rummd

heperiod from
Copernicus to Newtonis
certainly one of the

richest and most important inthe
history of astronomy. Materid
covering thisperiodisplentiful and
one of the chief chdlenges for the
casual historian of astronomy is
culling through the optionsand
deciding what to read.

Certainly biogragphies figure
high onthe priority list. Here the
sdectionsreflect the amount of
materid available about the lives of
theprincipleplayers. Galileo and
Newton have no shortage of books
devoted to ther lives and work.
Biographies of Copernicus are rare
because rd ativdy littleis known of
hislife Kepler and Tychofdl
somewhereinthe middle

The current work of by Owen
Gingerich isavery different take It
isessentidly the biography of a
book: Copernicus’ semind De
Revol utionibus Orbium Cod estium.

Gingerich has been inahunt for
surviving copies of the 1st and 2nd
editions of Copernicus' De Rev for
over 30 years, and thisbook tdls
the story of his journey and its
rewards, trid s, dead-ends, who
dunits, and frustrations. Gingerich
has written of histrek before, in
magazines and sdected articles.
Many of these pieces have been
released in histwo excdlent
compilations, The Great Copernicus
Chase and The Eye of Heaven, but
thosefew pieceswere only tantdiz-
ing morsds. The full course meal is
inthepresent volume, and itisa
treat.

Gingerich’ s census of surviving
copies of De Rev presents a unique
window into the devel opment of
cosmology and the dow acceptance
of the hdiocentric view. Ealy
scholarly readers were in the habit
of annotating their copies, pointing

out their agreements and dissents,
occasiond passages of scripture,
comments of their teechers, etc. Since
many of the books passed from owner to
owner over the centuries, Gingerich
found many copiesthat contained
multiple layers of annotations, mergind
notes, edits, censorings, €c.

What began as a simplecensus of

1 in : %
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extant copies soon turned into a scien-
tific/historic detective story as Gingerich
traced the various school s of thought,
teacher/student rel ationships, and
geographic migration of idess through
16thto 18th century Europe. The result
is afascinaing, personal account of the
journey, detailling many of Gingerich’'s
wrong turns and deed ends as well &s the
brilliant deductionsand “aha” moments
as he travd ed the globeand interacted
with thecommunity of Coper nicus
scholars, rare book dealers, and often,
the seamy underside of library theft and
internaiond looting during wartime.
Thetitle, by the way, islifted from
Arthur Koestler's The Seepwalkers, a
work which Gingerich read as a graduate



From the Observatory Director

by TimEllestad

YRS Getting Rejuvenated

utumnishere with Winter
right onitscoatals. Some
overdue painting has been

provided a YRS, spiffing up the place
just in time to take advantage of the last of
thebeautiful Fdl weether. Instead of
begging for panting labor non-specifi-
cdly, as we have donein thepast, |
outlined some specific painting jobsto be
accomplished a the observatory and

asked for volunteersto take those specific
jobsto completion. Severd Y RS stawarts
came forward right away and tackled a
hedthy chunk of the necessary work while
weather conditions were still suitable.

The MAS would like to thank mem-
bers Mark Hanson and Matt Millsfor their
volunteer effort. The “Doc G” building is
now sporting some new, well-needed
pant and the unsightly rust onthe
clubhouse door is goneto anew coat of
white. Mark Hanson and MAS President
Neil Robinson dso stained most of the
observatory decking and posts, a never
ending requirement. Out thanks to Neil, as
wel.

MAS member Jeff Shokler has
volunteered to paint the Art Koster
Observatory and | will likely assig ontha
project - Mary and | painted the AKO
when it was built. Painting not accom-
plished this Fal can be resumed with the
return of acceptableweather conditions
next year. We still need the interior of the
“Doc G” roll-off primed and painted (it is
still bare wood) and we need the d ub-

house soffits, fascia, and window trim
prepped and painted. Volunteersare
neaded. The dubhouse painting can
wait, though, asthere will be some
additiond trim added to the building to
conced thegapsinthe stucco cladding
dating back to theorigind construction.
The new trim will need priming and
panting as well.

The miscd laneous construction and
repairs contracted for in early Summer
will beunderway in afew weeks. Out
contractor, Alliance Construction, is
findly completing the house construc-
tion that they initiated bef ore MAS was
able to gpprove ther bid. They assure
methat we areinthe schedule for this
year - it’sjust tha afarly rany Summer
slowed progress ontheir house projects.

Winter at YRS

With the arrivd of Winter another
YRS sessonal effect will occur - the
gppearance of the driveway barricade
When cold conditions findly set inand
frost capturesthe turf we diminate cars
and trucks from driving on the mowed
areas of YRS. Vehidetraffic in Winter
and the Spring thaw wreak havoc with
thegrass, killingit off and leaving
miserable ruts to stumble over inthe
dark. When you driveinto YRSinthe
coming weeks, keep alert for the
possibility that the barricade may be
back, set up between the Arbor Vitaes
just to thesouth of the KM O blocking
access tothe man lawn. Pleasedon’ t
crash into and damage our barricade.

Winter can provide some dramétic
dark skies and some rewarding observa
tion. I’d like to remind observing
members that Winter observing can be a
lot more enjoyable with the convenience
of our nice snug, warm clubhouse to
occasiondly chase away the chills. Please
take advantage of it. Remember that our
ma ntenance heating keeps the dubhouse
a a constant temper ature just bel ow 50°
F. If you would like more warmth just set
sometimeon the timer box |ocated on
theclubhousefloor below the ar condi-
tioner. The booster heaters will come on
bringing the ambient temperature up to
about 68° Finashorttime. If the timer
hasn’t run down before you depart, try to
remember to turn the timer back tozero
before you leave. DO NOT, | repea DO
NOT change the settings on thethermo-
stas.

Observing Member Orientation

Anyone with an observing member -
shipwho hasn’t had orientation for the
useof the observatory PLEASE CALL
ME. 608 233-3305. | will be happy to
schedule you for this session a YRS to
initiateyour personal use of theinstru-
ments and buildings. Plesse contact me
BY PHONE, not Email, as we need to
conver se to compar e schedules and
weather to do this. I’ m looking forward
to hearing from you.

Wishing everyone dear skies and
plenty of time

Copernicus, cont.

student. Koestler referred to De Rev as
“the book nobody read”, and Gingerich
was inspired to find out if that was really
true. Except for the opening chapter on
cosmology, De Rev is a murderously
technical and geometricd treatise, and
could only beunderstood by those wdll-
trained in mathematics. But as Gingerich
soon learned, it wasfar from ignored.
Gingerich’ s book has much to add to

any history of theperiod. De Rev was
owned by virtudly dl of the important
figures in the higory of astronomy.
Tycho, Kepler, Gdileo and Newton dl
figure prominently in the story, and
Gingerich’ sclear prose and knack for
story teling will give eventhe uniniti-
aed reader a pleasurable introduction to
oneof the most fascinating periodsin
history. However, to the knowledgeable

reader who is dready familiar with the
devel opment of ideas in astronomy, this
book will be hard to put down dueto its
unique spin on the period.

Gingerich has produced an instant
dassic inthe history of astronomy with
thisbook. It isa fascinating read and has
dready entered my personal top-ten list
as abook that will be referred to again
and again.
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Moon over Monona Terrace, September 24, 2004

text and photographs by Brian S. Schultz

n Friday, September 24,

2004 | had the opportunity to

witness my second Moon
over Monona Terrace star party, thefirst
year as amember of MAS. Last year's
party was the catayst in which | decided
tojoin MAS.

Beng a“newbi€’ inobserving
(interested and did reading and star trail
photosin high schooal), and &fter last
years party, | was looking forward to this
year's paty likeakid a Christmas time.

That's no exaggeration, because | had

Douglas Russd|l preparesfor an evening of sharing hislove

of astronomy withthe public.

just purchased my first telescope, a
Meade LX-90 prior to last year' s party,
and was hoping togain new advice on
using thescope a thisyear’s party. Just
after last year's paty, | took my scope
out and set it up with my neighbor's
assistance and showed him the wonders
of the moon. If that weren’t enough, |
swung it around and showed him Mars,
complete with the polar ice cap, which
excited me noend. Mindyou, I'm new to
this, and didn’t know much about
dignment and dl that good stuff, soit
was dl done manudly.

| devel oped alittleconfidence af ter
that and decided to throw my own little
lunar edlipse star party with some friends
out a Y RS. Using my same dignment

Page 6

techniques as before | was very success-
ful a not being abletofind the edipsed
moon. Granted, the moonis extremey
tiny and hard to find with afairly
powerful te escope, as my friends pointed
out to me, many, many times (evento
thisday). Wel my face was redder than
the edipsed moon tha night by gosh!

To show themthat | had a sense of
humor, | swung the scope around and
pointed it dead-on Mars right away. Go
figure, huh? We had fun rolling onthe
ground laughing & tha one. To my own
defense, the finder
scope somehow got
knocked off dign-
ment, and my
Autostar controller
faled tryingtodo an
dignment, and my
friends couldn’t do
any better trying to
find the moon, hah!!

Anyway, I'm
babbling off topic,
which is my specidty.
Instead of observing
themoonthisyear at
theMonona event,
save apeek or two, |
really enjoyed
observing the public
and ther resctions to
our amazing hobby. It's especidly fun to
watch the children, the pricdess expres-
sionsof awe inther young eyes. Chil-
dren and adults dike seemed very
interested in astronomy and asked many
intdligent questions. | remarked to other
members of MA S that the public seemed
to be there out of genuine interest, and
not jug away tokill aFriday night.

The night ssemed to go way too fast.
Before | knew it, it was timetowind
down and dismantle everything. Of
course, things continued to get interest-
ing. There was alage fireworks display
taking place & Olin-Turville Park a the
end of our star paty. One of our mem-
bers checked into it later and found out
that it wasfor awedding. | believe it was

Mark Weller readying hisCdestron
9.25" for the evening.

Tom Brissette and his popular Obsession
Dob are a fixtureat MASpublic events
such as this.



Tom Jacobs and Wynn Wacker consulting. Tom's setup
indudes a video monitor connected to his vintage orange-tube
C8. Wynn acted as MC for the evening, presenting a lecture

and commentary over the PA system.

stated tha the groom worked for a
firaworks company. | think they were just
doing itinour honor, for missing out on
where they redly wanted to be —our star
party!

Wdl, if you'll permit meto babble a
littlemore, | gave two of my own
“micro” star partiesafter Monona Terrace
thisyear. One was of themoon for
reaives near Chicago. | was dumb-

SCTs, such as this one be onging to new
member Jod Norder, are popular scopes
among our member ship, asthe survey
(esewhere in this issue) pointsout.
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founded (another of
my specidties) when
my 14 year old
second cousin asked
me about exo-plands.
Wow! My Unde sad
he' d never seen the
moon that up close
and personal before.
Then | added the
Balow.

The second party |
threw was a a
residence of afriend
on the south side of
Madison. | showed
hisfamily the moon
aswdl as adouble
star (Mizar), which
seemed to be a good choice dueto
obstructions and light pollution. Thiswas
my first view of adouble star system, and
my jaw was on the deck along with him
and his daughters.

| hope | haven't bored anyone too
much with my babbling. | sure look
forward to next year's Moon Party. Being
arecent member, | do remember some
feces tha were therelast year who
weren't there thistime. It's so much fun,
if for no other reason, to mix with other
members, enjoy the public, and maybe
share some new sightings, or discuss
different techniques or equipment. |
know | did, and learned somevaluable
things. | hope to gain more each time.
Seeyou dl at next year's Moon over
MononaTerrace Star Party, and perhaps
even a next month's meeting!

Universe in the Park
by John Quigley

Running from May to October isthe
UW Astronomy Department’s Universe
in the Park program, a series of taks and
teescope viewing for the generd public
hed invarious state parks, induding
severd closeto Madison. OnJuly 311
attended one such event in Governor
Dodge State Park near Dodgeville.

On ariving & Governor Dodge, we
were directed to the | ocation of thetalk—a
smal outdoor amphithester—by park
personnel & theentrance. It began just

after sunset with alecture and slide show
about the Cassini mission to Saturn. This
event was we|-attended, with about fifty
peopl e showing up, as well asafew dogs
and horses.

After the lecture people lined up for
viewing through an 8-inch SCT setup in
theadjoining parking lot. Theonly object
| stayed to see wasthe globular cluster
M13. Whileitis anexcellent object, our
view of it wasdiminished by a nearby
light, therising full moon, and lingering
twilight. Compared to YRS, thepark had
more light pollution but fewer mosqui-
toes.

To shorten the amount of timespent
waiting inline, I'd recommend that UW
set up two teescopes to look through at
eech siteif possible

Based on one experience, | would say
that goingto Universeinthe Park is
worth it if you enjoy getting out of town
and can afford to spend someextratime
visiting the state park where it isheld.
For an extended session of sky viewing
however, youwould get more bang out of
atripto YRS.

Tocheck the schedule for Universein
thePark, go the web site
http://www.astro.wisc.edu/~ewilcots/uitp

Mark Hanson'’s Astronomy
Calendar 2005

A collection of 12 of Mak’s stunning
astro-imagesin a beautiful cdendar
layout. Purchase now by going toMark’s
website

http://btiguce.digitalastro.net/
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2810 Mason Strest
Madison, W 53705

MASwould like to thank:

for hosting our web presence

Thisresourcelistis madeup of peoplewho havespecid intarestswhich
they arewilling, even eeger, to sharewith othersin the Sod ety. Many

membaes, not liged, d so areinterested i n particul ar agpects of astronomy and
havecons derabl eexperti seinviewi ng and i magi ng theski es. Membears are
encouraged to cometo themonthly meetings not only to get to knowthe
othe mambas, but to discussand enjoy ther pedd or general interestsin
vari ous agpects of astronomy. ThisisaSodety of beginners and expeaienced
amateurs. From timetoti mewe have seasoned professi ond sattending. The
medtings areagood timeto meat thesepeopleaswdll. Seeyou there

Resource Peopleand Specid Interests

The resource list is currently being revised and rebuilt. If
you would like to be listed as a dub resource, please submit
your nameand contect info to darksky25@charter.net.

Possibleareas of expertise indude
Vaiablestars
Plangtary and lunar observing and imaging
Deep space object observing and imaging
Solar observing and imaging
Observatory design and construction
History of astronomy
Computers and software
Comet and asteroid astrometry and photometry
Occultationsand grazes




