The newsletter of the Madison Astronomical Society

August/September 2003

Mars observing events
planned

AS and the UW Astronomy
Department will collabo
rate to help the public

observe Mars during the week of its

upcoming opposition, 24-30 August.

Weather permitting, Washburn

Observatory will be open to the

public each night that week from

approximately 10 p.m. until

midnight. MAS volunteers will

set up their own telescopes on

the grounds near the observatory

to offer other viewing opportun-

ities to the public. We hope to

arrange to have some of the lights

in the vicinity of Observatory Hill

turned off during the observing

hours. Logistics of the observing .

event will be discussed further at the k
August MAS meeting. (Pans for this Mars \H
observing event are still very yuid. Please at-
tend the August MAS meeting or check the website

Upcoming Events

August 8 MAS monthly meeting. 7:00 pm board meeting, 7:30 main pre-

sentation: TBA. Space Place, 1605 S. Park St..

August 12 Space Place Guest Speaker, Dr. Lawrence Krauss. 1605 S. Park

St.., 7:00 pm. See note this page.

August 28 Mars at opposition. Watch for news of observing events on the

MAS website and at the August meeting.

September 12 MAS monthly meeting. 7:00 pm board meeting, 7:30 main pre-

sentation: TBA. Space Place, 1605 S. Park St..

The Presidentis Desktop

by Neil Robinson

he June Picnic meeting saw
B o0 the reelection of the current

slate of club ofbcers with the
™, exception of the secretaryts position,
\\ which is still open. We need some-
., one to step forward and volunteer
% to serve as secretary for this year.
We may be collaborating
with the UW Space Place on
a Mars observing event, stay
tuned for more info to come
out soon.

I will begin taking orders
for the Royal Astronomical
Society of Canadads Observ-

erds Handbook at the next
monthly meeting. The price
(assuming that | get at least
10 orders) will be $15 per copy.
Please pay by cash or check when
placing the order. The books will be
mailed out in November and | will dis-
tribute them at the November and December
meetings.
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Space Place to host Dr. Lawrence Krauss
by Jim Lattis

W Space Place Guest Presentation: Tuesday,
l | August 12th, 7 p.m., Prof. Lawrence Krauss

will give a talk entitled 0The Physics of Star
Trek,6 which will build upon his best-selling book with
the same title. Prof. Krauss is a well known science writer,
physicist, and astronomer. The program is free and open
to the public. This presentation is sponsored by the WIN-
NERSS Project of the Ofpce of Space Science Education,
Space Science and Engineering Center, UW-Madison.



Ofpcers

PRESIDENT
Neil Robinson
238-4429
neilandtanya@mailbag.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Wynn Wacker
274-1829
wkw@mailbag.com

TREASURER
Mary Ellestad
233-3305
ellestad@mailbag.com

SECRETARY
currently vacant
contact Neil if interested in helping

OBSERVATORY DIRECTOR
Tim Ellestad
233-3305
ellestad@mailbag.com

AT-LARGE BOARD MEMBERS
Dan Strome
241-3775
dan.strome@mpcug.com

Tom Jacobs
271-5872

Madison Astronomical Society
members are active in sharing the
pleasures of astronomy with the
public, acting as a resource for stu-
dents and teachers, and exchanging
information at Society meetings
which occur monthly. The Society
continues to pursue its original
goal to opromote the science of as-
tronomy and to educate the public
in the wonders of the universe.0
For more information about the
Society, please contact one of the
ofbcers listed above.

MAS thanks
Internet Dynamics Corporation
for hosting our web presence.
Visit MAS on the web at:

www.madisonastro.org

Another Blast From the Past

by Eric W. Thiede

The Occultation of Epsilon

Geminorum by Mars
April 8, 1976

t that time in my life (age 27)
I was not following astro-
nomical news or predictions

as closely as previously or since, and it
was only a fortunate event that called my
attention to this. | am glad someone did,
as the occultation of a star as bright as
third magnitude by Mars has been esti-
mated to occur only once in about four to
bve centuries!

On that fateful day | was working at
my research specialist position in Dr. C.
Kungds laboratory in Molecular Biology
at the UW. In the late afternoon, | re-
ceived an unexpected visit from a postdoc
in another lab, who was also an amateur
astronomer. When he told me what was to
occur, my realization of total unprepared-
ness made me remark in despair 0What
am | supposed to do about it?0 As it
turned out, the sky (mirabile dictu!) was
actually clear, so | pnished my work and
hastened the six miles to my rustic abode
on the late Reggie Kilpsd property at Lake
Waubesa. The account from my journal
follows (with more recent additions in
brackets):

0At 6:55 PM [0:55 UT] today, | ob-
served an occultation of Epsilon Gemino-
rum by the planet Mars, with my 6-inch
reyector in front of the house by the lake.
As the sky was still fairly light, | did not
have an easy time pnding the planet, but
was fortunate enough to have it in the
beld about 30 sec. before the star was oc-
culted. About 2 or so [in actuality about
5] minutes later it reappeared. | had never
before seen such a demonstration of the
rapidity of planetary motion. I had hoped
to time the events, but my decrepitated
[sic] shortwave radio failed to get WWV
reliably. | was impressed by the fact that
the disappearance and reappearance were
only slightly less instantaneous than in
the countless [at least many, to be sure]
lunar occultations | observed several
years ago. It was sort of fun dragging out
the old telescope again, and it brought
back memories of Wynn [Wacker] and |
in more carefree days.0

For those interested in more infor-
mation on this event, there are four
references in Sky and Telescope:

March 1976 p.162
July 1976 p.23
June 1976 p.434
August 1976 p.147

We should have all of these in our
collection at YRS.

Log Books from Oscar Mayer

Observatory Sought

ynn Wacker and Eric Thiede are trying to pnd out if anyone in
Wthe MAS knows the whereabouts of the old observatory log
books from the old Oscar Mayer Observatory in Fitchburg.
We made a bit of a search at YRS during the picnic but couldn't pnd them
out there. These could be of historical interest (not to mention entertainment

value) if they could be found. It's also possible that they may still be at OMO,
in which case it would also help to know who to get ahold of to get in there

and have a look.



LeRoy Yannais

at June meeting

by Mary Ellestad

uring our meeting and
picnic at YRS in June,
the Madison Astro-

nomical Society was very pleased
to present LeRoy Yanna with a
plague which he got to keep for
all of a few hours. It was then
installed in a place of honor in
our clubhouse. Hopefully the
inscription conveys our sincere
appreciation for his donation of
land to MAS and for his many
years of being a member and our
very good neighbor. After the
meeting we all did a great job
consuming a bunch of brats and
burgers. The food that everyone
brought was especially tasty this
year. We then presented LeRoy
with a special cake and that didn't
last long either!

Here is just a bit of history re-

garding LeRoy's gift. In the early LeRoy J. Yanna
1980's the Madison Astronomical o
Society was using an observing In 1984, after 50 years of building telescopes and
site in Fitchburg. When that site enjoying astronomy, LeRoy J. Yanna donated a par-
was no longer available, MAS ) : . .
began a search for other land to cel of his land to the Madison Astronomical Society.
purchase for our observing site. This generous gift became the foundation for his
LeRoy had been a member in the . .
past and was approached regard- namesake, the Yanna Research Station, and remains
ing selling us some of his land. the largest portion of our land. For nearly 20 years,
He agreed and the MAS Board ; i
prepared a proposal to purchase MAS members have been inspired by the wonders of
for approval at the next meeting. the night sky and the vast universe above YRS. LeRoy
However, at that meeting, LeRoy ) . .
rejoined MAS and offered to Is now a lifetime member and the MAS is honored
donate the land instead of selling to acknowledge his contribution to our society and
it to us. The inscription on Leroyts

Research Station. June 14th, 2003.







