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From the President’s Desktop

by Neil Robinson

reetings, fdlow MAS' ers, lots

to tdk about this month, so

heregoes: Wehad agreat turn-
out for the Moon Over Monona Terrace
event, both in members and public. Wdl
doneMAS'ers! TheLeonid meteor shower
was very nicethis year, | hope you were
abletoget outand enjoyit. Doc Greiner has
generously agreed tore-loan hisCCD cam-
eratoMA Sfor another year for the purpose
of fadlitating thetraining of enough MAS

members in the use of CCD equipment to
justify the dub buying its own CCD cam-
era. Greg Sdleck will have something to
say about the traning program laterinthis
bulletin. TheY RSland purchasewasin fact
completed asforecast in thelast bulltin, ©0
wearenowdrivinginonourowndriveway,
a last. The Dec meeting is our holiday
paty, so comeone and dl. We'll have a
short busi ness meeting to start and then get
on to the party.

Moon Over Monona Hugely Successful

havehopedfor. Light &f ternoonhaze gaveway tocl ear skiesand comfortable

M AS'shiggest public event went off this past October 11th aswel| aswecould

temeratures as over 30 td escopes and binocul ars were set up on the roof of
Monona Terace that evening. Additiond pictures can be found on page 4, as well as

comments from a few partici pants.

January 10

Place, 1605 S Park St.
January 15

for info.

Cdenda

December 10 Space Place guest spegker, 7:00 pm: Dr. Peter Sobol, Historian of
Scdience, “What isthe Anthropic Cosmologicd Principle, and Why Do
Astronomers Keep Taking about 1t?" 1605 S Park St.

December 13 Annua Holiday Party, 7 pm a Space Place, 1605 S. Park St.

December 18 Madison Metropolitan School District Planetarium — Public show.
Sesson of Light. This ddightful multiculturd program will lead you
throughthe di scovery of many basi c astronomy conceptsas youexplore
theholiday traditionsof several culturesand rdigions. Two shows, 6:30
and 7:45. Tickets $2. Tickets goon sd e gpproximately 20 minutes prior
to the show. First come, first served. Memorid High School, 201 S.
Gammon Rd., 663-6102 or www. mmsd.org/planetarium for info.

MASmonthly meeting. 7:00 pmboard meeting, 7:30mai npresentation:
Dr. James Lattis, “Between Copernicus and Gdileo: Clavius.” Space

Madison Metropolitan School District Planetarium —Public Show. One
show only, 7:00 pm. Tickets $2. Tickets go on sd e approximately 20
minutes prior to the show. Frst come, first served. Memorid High
Schoal, 201 S. GanmonRd.,663-6102or www.mmsd.org/pl anetarium
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From the Observatory Director

by Tim Ellestad

inter is once again ariving
a the Yanna Research Sta
tion. The chilly conditions

usudly result in reduced activity a the
observatory but the sitedefinitdy remans
open and operationd. It’stimeto review
some basi ¢ winter-use reminders.

Our dubhouseis snug and warm. The
heeting system uses adual thermostat con-
trol that kegpsthe“maintenance” tempera-
ture (building unoccupied) from never go-
ing below aout 50° F and yet dlows the
“in-use’ temperature to risequickly to 68°
F when requested. Please - DO NOT AD-
JUST THE THERMOSTATS! When you
want warmth in the clubhouse simply set
some time on the dectric timer located on
thed ubhouse floor just below the air con-
ditioner. Thiswill enablethehigh tempera-
turesystem to quickly bring thedubhouse
up to room temperaure and keep it there
until thetimer runsout. If you shouldleave
YRS before thetimer runs out just turn the
timer back to zero.

Thereisasnow shove behind thecl ub-
house door for deaing pads, decks and
doorways. A broom can usudly be found
there, too, which is usudly preferable for
cearingdeckingwithonly light snow cover.
CAUTION - decking can become nearly
invisibly ice-glazed and very, very slip-
pery. Take careinany conditionsthat will
sustain ice

From the Treasurer

by Mary Ellestad
AS wamly welcomes the
followingnew members: Jim
Vriesacker, M andy

Pertzborn, Jane Conway, Steven Barthd,
and Dave & Nina Werner.

Final Dues Reminder

MAS membership renewds were due
in September. If you have not paid your
2003 dues, thiswill beyour last news| etter.
Thanksagantoeveryonewhopad -weare
very pleased to haveyou as MAS members
for the coming year.

Thedriveway turn-in will remain open
into themowed part of YRS aslong as turf
conditionsremainfirm.Likelast year, when
thegroundsoftensabarricadewill beplaced
across the turn-in driveway and vehide
trafficwill be prohibited on themowedarea
until conditions dry and firm up. When
driving in after dark please go slow so asto
not be surprised by a newly instaled barri-
cade. Geneally it's best to leave your ve-
hideintheparkinglot if you arenot carry-
ing in equi pment.

Go slow and use caution when turning
off Kelley Road onto themain driveway. In
snowy conditions this driveway is not d-
ways plowed and it is safest to use the
existing tiretracks. Our driveways aregen-
erally quite navigable, even in farly bad
snow conditions, but if you get off the
gravel on the south sideof themain drive-
way in degp snow you will likdy nead hdp
in getting out. Above dl, we absolutdy
must leave the main driveway un-ob-
structed. Our use of thisdriveway isguar-
anteed by an easement - we do not own it.
The man driveway is the Kdley Road
access for our neighbor to the west, Jon
Yanna.

Winter is aquiet, peaceful time a the
observatory. Make somecocoaand bundle
up. Comeout and enjoy some of thosedark,
transpar ent nightsthat winter provides.

“Impressions,”
cont. from facing page

The Minor Planet Center web site can
befound at:
http://cfa-www.harvard.edu/cfa/ps/mpc.html

| think projects of the sort described by
Greg arealot of fun and well within the
cgpabilities of the MAS to undertake. |
expect to participaein promotion of these
activities.
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CCD Cameras in Amateur Astronomy

by Greg Sdlek

ttheNovemberM ASmeeting |
A gave a presentation on how
CCD’s arebeng used in ama
teur astronomy to contribute to the scien-
tific community. Amateurs are contribut-
ing greatly in the fidds of vaiable star
messurements, asteroi d detecti onand moni-
toring, and even extrasolar planet resear ch.
During the presentation | demonstrated the
types of resear ch and exampl es of amateur
research done using moderate equipment
suchaswe haveat Y annaResear ch Stetion.
| also showed examples of the types of
images that can be obtaned with a CCD
cameraand how acomputer can beused to
compl ety automate an observing session.
Asaresult, there has been significant inter-
est generaed in using a CCD camera at
YRS for research and generd imaging.
Previously, aCCD camerawas on loan
to meby R.A. Grener, and with it | and
severd others have submitted hundreds of
observations of asteroids and cometsto the
IAU Minor Planer Center. Since we have
demonstrated the capabilities of a CCD
cameraon our current equipment, it makes
senseto offer thesame opportunity to other
club members. Most recently, Doc Gre ner
has agreed to let the club use his
CCD camerafor aperiod of 1 year. Pend-
ing approval by theMAS Board and mem-

bership, this camera will be mounted
onthe 12" L X200 housedinthe AKO. This
presents a wonderful opportunity for the
MAS toenter into themodern field of CCD
imaging and resear ch.

While not difficult, CCD imaging re-
quiresadditiond skillsthat havepreviously
not been taught in our observatory orienta
tion. As aresult, | will be offering CCD
instruction to MAS members in order to
fecilitate the use of the CCD camera at
YRS. Thisinstruction will be done in sev-
eral stages and on an ongoing basis. Once
an observing member has been deter mined
qudifiedtousetheCCD camera(per guide-
linesto beset forth by the board), they will
bed|owedto useitjust likeany other equip-
ment & YRS.

Thefirst stage of training will consist
of atraining sessionto behed a the Space
Place Thiswill bead assroomtypesetting,
during which | will cover the basic con-
cepts and skills needed to use the CCD
camera Eachsessionislimitedto10people
and is open to ALL MAS MEMBERS.
M embers must attend one of these sessions
in order to progress to the next stage of
training. Oncethisinitid stageoftrainingis
completed, memberswill begintotrainon
the actud equipment a YRS in smdler
groups.

Anyoneinterested in atending one of
thesesessionsis encouraged to contact me
by e-mail (preferred) at orion2598
@hotmail.com or by phone at 608-848-
6301. Actud daes and times of the ses-
sionswill bedetermined based upon avail-
ability of the Space Place and by thenum-
ber of interested members. Most likdy
thesewill occur on weeknights, but aweek-
end session may be aranged if there are a
significant number of members who are
unableto atend on aweeknight.

| would encourage anyone who isinter-
ested to sign up for a dass. No previous
knowledge of CCD imaging is necessary,
and the material will be geared towards
newcomers. Whilel hope that dl atend-
ing thed asswill decideto continuehis/her
training, it isnot required.

Through thesetraningsessions, |hope
to generaesignificant interest in CCD im-
aging among dub members. Snce CCD
imaging is often prohibitively expensive
for anindividud, thisagreat opportunity to
make use of our dub’s equipment. More
importantly, it dlows membersto beginto
explore oneof thenewest fid dsin amateur
astronomy.

Plessefeel free to contact me with any
guestions a the address listed above.

Impressions of the Program at the November MAS Meeting

by R. A. “Doc G” Greiner

theprogramgiven attheNovember

MAS meeting by our former presi-
dent Greg Sdlek. His presentation showed
members just what sort of science can be
donewith thefadlitiestheMAS has avail -
able a our dark site, Yanna Research Sta
tion.

With the addition of a CCD camera to
oneof our 12 inch td escopes hewas ableto
show somefineexampl esof capturingsome
asteroids and imaging comets and other
objects. Greg's eforts and those of Matt
Millsare paying off handsomey. TheYRS
observatory now has a regi stration number

I was excited by and impressed with

with the Minor Planet Center. The bendfit
that goes with thisisthat our observaions
are considered accurae and vaid. Greg
showed some neat slides taken at timed
intervds that demonstrated motion of as-
teroids. | wasquiteimpressedby thequality
of hiswork. While we do not yet have a
minor planet discovery of our owntocam,
we have a record of dozens of confirma
tions of new asteroids. This information
whichissent tothe Minor Plana Center is
used both to confirm sightings and to help
establish accurate orbits for asteroids.

He dso discussed observation of vari-
able stars using a CCD cameraand other

uses of these cameras for photometric ob-
sarvations. | found thedescri ptionsof these
activitiesveryinteresting andwasimpressed
by thelevd of sciencethat can be doneby
amateurs. | have long been interested in
CCD imaging. (I loaned my cameratothe
MAS for this work) Those interested in
CCD cameras for amateur use might be
interested in reading a paper | gave two
yearsago a theN CRAL 2000 meeting. Itis
slightly dated, but gives an overview of
what sorts of cameras are appropriae for
amateurs to consider for work of the kind
being done by someMAS members:
http:/iwvww.mailbag.comiusers/ragreiner/ALPaper.himl.
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Moon Over Monona Terrace

wasprobablythe lastreallywarm
day that we’' ve had inthisy ear of
the missing I ndian Summer. Theevening
wasunusual lywarm,
thesky wasclear and
the moon was nearly
firstquarter.By6:30
many MAS mem-
bershad arrived and
set up telescopesand
binocularsfor view-
ing. The public
startedarrivingright
on time at 7:00 and
there was a very
steady stream of
people, including
lotsof kids, until af -
ter 9:00. Atonepoint
| took awalk around
and counted 28 dif-
ferent instruments
and | know there
were a least 35 MAS members present.
It’ spretty hardto estimate but, based on
our last event and how busy everyone
was all night, the attendance was prob-
ably between 600 and 800. Would you
believe that the clouds started rolling in
by about 9:30 and it wasrainy the entire
next day. However we got this lucky is
OK by me!
| want to extend a huge and sincere
thank you to our members - you redly
came through for this event! Wynn
Wacker did a great job as MC and was
eveninterviewed by Channel 15 and got

I tseemslikeFriday, October 11th,

15 seconds of fame for himself and MAS
onthe 10:00N ews. John Rummel’smoni-
tor was abig attraction and he is certainly
a pro at explaining things. Greg Sellek
pointed the
Dobsonianfromour
clubhouse at the
Ring Nebula and
showed a lot of
people what he
thought wasn't the
best image (not his
exactwords!). | was
surprised you could
see it from down-
townMadison atall.
We all answered a
lot of questions and
the public response
wasvery enthusias-
tic. Thiseventwasa
great success be-
cause of your par-
ticipationand! hope
that you all had as much fun as Tim and
| did. (Mary Ellestad)

oon over Mononawas greéat.
M | had heard of its past suc-
cessandwasdelightedtosee
it succeed first hand. | estimate 50 people
observed through my C-8 tha night, each
teking a persond “flight” over the moon
(crested by meslowly slewing the scope).
Thestaff of the Monona Terrace was very
friendly and hel pful; especially thegentle-
man a the loading bay to whom | say
thanks! The “ooh’'s’, “aah’s’, and ques-
tions | recdved were lots of fun. MAS
should find more ways to be activein the
community, to share our enjoyment of as-
tronomy with others, and to continue to
“educate the public about the wonders of
the physicd universe” (AJ Carver)
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Book Reviews: For the Discriminating Holiday Shopper

Reviews by R. A. Greiner and John Rummel

A Guide to the End of the World:
Everything You Never Wanted to Know
by Bill McGuire (Oxford 2002).

ha has this to do with as
tronomy you might ask?
Astronomers have been dl

up inarmsrecently about the possibility of
an asteroid hitting the Earth and doing
catadysmic damage to divilization as we
knowit. Thislittlebook, aquickread at 189
pages, mentionsthis possibility. But, what
atracted my attention is tha the author
discusses four other possihilities for the
end of the world that are just as bad and
probably much more likely. That does not
incdude blowing oursdves up.

The author is a geol ogist so you might
expect him to describe four ends of the
world that are related to natural earthy
phenomena. He starts with a short history
of the earth, explaning how the earth was
formed and how it is changing on the big-
gest scde The author writes interestingly
about platetectoni cs andthe ever changing,
moving crust weliveon. Hefollowswitha
chapter on globa warming. Isit jus alot of
hot ar? In a very interesting way he ties

A Guite te
World

The End of -the

globad warming with the behavior of the
oceans. Thereisalot of evidencetha some
globd warming will infact trigger another
ice age inthe northern climes of the earth.
Canada and Europe will really get it!

| found this discussion, which takes up
the central two chapters, fascinating. That
is, if one can be fascinated by the end of
modern civilization or the world. It seems
interesting that an ice age triggered by
globd warming is more likdy and will
comeon ashortertimesca ethanalikdyhit
from an asteroid in hisestimation.

The next chapter is on the threat from
within. Supereruptions, giant Tsunami and
thegreat quakeareall reletedto thefact that
thecrust of theearthrestsonliquidrock and
it is shrinking and moving reentlessly.
Convind ngdescriptionsof thesethree phe-
nomenaare given with the expertise of a
geographer with awd| founded academic
and resear ch base. | found thedescriptions,
extent of thedestruction and timetableabit
frightening. All of the descriptions and
predictions are based on events tha have
happened in the recent or moredi stant past.
Mostly within the life time of the human
animd.

Findly, he gets to the possibility of
collisions between the earth and other ob-
jects. Thischapter will befamiliar to most
astronomers, but he still throws new light
onto thetopic. Theauthor hastheability to
put dl of these eventsinto perspectiveand
isable to provide atimetablef or the prob-
ability of these events. He provides two
nice little chats to summarize how the
several eventsdescribed fittogetherintime.
While not exactly a cheery little book, it
was an interesting read. We do not know
which event might hgppen or if it will
happen in many yearsor tomorrow. Some
of the events are slow to happen and some
are very quick. If one of the quick ones
happens it will sure be an exciting day.
(review by RA. Greiner)

Shoemaker by Levy:The Man Who
Made an Impact by Davis Levy
(Princeton University Press 2000).

found thisto be a wonderful book
about an astronomer/geologist of
i nterest andimportancetotheworld
of astronomy and astro-geol ogy. Gene Shoe-
maker and hiswife Carolyntogether hadan
enormousinfluence onthe comet andaster-
oid astronomicd community. Gene Shoe-
maker had amuch longer term and impor-
tant impact on the entire world of geogra-
phy. He had a long career in the study of
impact craters especially on the earth. He
worked extensively with the Apollo pro-
gram and prospects for our landings on the
moon. While | and many other amateur
astronomers had never heard of Shoemaker
until the astonishing comet, Shoemaker-
Levy, struck Jupiter, this book points out
and describes in detal his early work in
geology and hisvery significant influence
on understanding impact craters on the
earth’ssurface.
One of the striking things about this
biography isitsdetail dbout Shoemaker as

hqemakﬂr

%vywlhﬂ Man

o Made
il Impan;i

.
JAVIOH. LEYY

Page 5



Capitol Skies, December 2002/January 2003

Book Reviews,
cont.

a scentist and especially the man. Levy
knew Shoemaker for thel asttenyearsof his
life and worked cdosdy with Gene and
Caolyn in discovering comets and aster-
oids. Thetextisvery sensitive, sympathetic
andevenadoring of theShoemakers aswdl
it should be.

| have to admit that | was very excited
about the work and the descriptions of the
work tha Gene Shoemaker did early in his
career asageologist. | had not redized how
cosdy he was involved with preparaory
work for the moon landings. Hiswork in
thisareaisdescribed inconsiderebledetal.
Every reader with even aslight interest in
the moon mission aspect of US space ex-
plorations will find this narrative both ex-
citing and interesting.

Levy got to know the Shoemakersvery
wel | since hewasanamateur astronomer of
considerable tdent himsdf. Levy had dis-
coveredadozencomesandmany asteroids
before he got to know Gene and Carolyn.
The Shoemakers were as anxious to work
with him as hewas with them. This mutud
interest meded into adeep friendshipon a
human basis as it did amutud respect for
doing excdlent work in asteroid and comet
sear ches. From thisrd ationship arisesthis
very intimate and friendly biography. It is
well written and easy to read throughout.

The book covers in some deal the
roughly three parts of Shoemaker'slife He
diedin 1997 a theageof 69 in an automo-
bile accident in Austrdia He was rushing
about on the Austraian backroads going to
seean impact crater. Carolyn was seriously
hurt, but survived. Thefirst part of Gene s
life was devoted to impact craers on the
earth. Hewas acting as ageol ogi stworking
for the Nationd Geologicd Survey in Ari-
zona. He proved to a skepticd scientific
community tha theArizonacraterand many
other crater like formations on the face of
theearth were in fact impact craters caused
by asteroids or other objects crashing into
theearth from outer space. Hehad totd and
fina success in promoting these correct
scientific notions. This work done made
him arespected scientist. Themiddleyears
of hislife, 1960 to 1980, werespent work-
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ing on proj ects related to themoon landing
program. Infact, a onetimehehoped to be
oneof thefirst men on themoon. Itwas not
to be for a variety of reasons. But he was
degply involved inthesci ence of and prepa
rations for the moon landing program. His
knowledge of impact craters was essentia
to understanding the surface of the moon
andchoosingal andingspot. Hewaslargely
responsibl ef or establi shing thegeol ogical
program for themoon landing. By 1980, he
had returned to his work investigatingim-
pact craers dl over the face of the earth.
Additiondly hedevotedagreat ded of time
to working with hiswife, Carolyn, hunting
comets and asteroids. Carolyn was expert
a finding obj ects which moved anong the
stars by searching photographic plates.
Together they used a number of tel escopes
in Arizona and in particular an 18 inch
Schmidt camera on Pdomar. Their pro-
gramof observingwasapart of thenationd
asteroid and comet seerch of the 1990s.

It was during this work that the comet
Shoemaker-Levy wasdiscovered in 1993.
The discovery of thiscomet isin itsdf a
long and twisted story. | will leave the
details to the book. Briefly the discovery
was doneduring some last minutetest ex-
posures on somefilm that they just wanted
to use up because it had become fogged.
When Carolyn searched the film, there it
was, Shoemaker-Levy, one of the most
important comets of recent times.

This book is full of stories and anec-

Fred W, Price

The Planet Observer’s
Handbook

LSecond Edition

dotesthat are well worth knowing about. It
isan intimaestory about two finepeople.
I recommend it highly. (review by RA.
Greiner)

The Planet Observer's Handbook, Fred
W. Price, Second Edition (Cambridge
University Press 2000).

rom time to time one has the

Fmi sfortune of purchasing abook
thatisdl but usd ess. Thisissuch

abook. Though written in 1994 and pre-
sumably revised in 2000, it gopears to me
that the book could have mostly been writ-
ten 20 years ago. It is a simpligic and
pedantic commentary mainly about visud
observations of the planets over the years.

There is nothing whatever of the tech-
nology of thelast 10 years used by amateur
observersto both observe and get excellent
images of the planets. There is nothing
significant about the planetary space pro-
gram which has produced much or our
current knowledge of theplanets.

Y ou can and will have learned MUCH
MORE about planetary observing by read-
ing Sky and T descope over the past few
years or going to any number of other
sources.

This book is $27.00 down the drain.
Forget about getting it. (review by RA.
Greiner)

Seeing in the Dark: How Backyard
Stargazers Are Probing Deep Space
and Guarding Earth from
Interplanetary Peril by Timothy Ferris
(Simon & Schuster, 2002)

T he publication of anew book by
an author of Timothy Feris
stature should piquetheinterest
of mostamateur astronomers. Seainginthe
Dark isexceptiond inthisregard, sincethe
book isall @bout amateur astronomers.
Ferris, an avid amateur observer him-
sdf, has spent the last few years visiting
some prominent amateur astronomers, fol-
lowingthem asthey engagei nwhat anounts
tosophi sticatedresearch (for free), goingto
their star parties, looking a ther photos,
and just generally learning their stories.
Thosestoriesarecollected in his new book



“Sedng in the Dark,” dong with Ferris
usua assemblage of science, storytdling,
history, and culture.

Asusud, Ferris has a knack for sound-
ing quotable, asin his description of atota
solar edlipse. I've read
countless accounts of
the powerful visud ex-
perienceof viewingto-
tdity, and Feris ranks
amongthebestinterms
of capturing the raw
mix of terror and fasci-
nation: “Suddenly the
skycollapsedintodark-
nessand adozen bright
starsappeared. Intheir
midst hung an awful,
black ball, rimmed in
ruby red and sur-
rounded by the dooms-
day glow of the gray
corona.Nophotograph |
can do justice to this
appalling sight: The
dynamic range from |
bright to dark is too
great,andthecolorsareliterallyunearthly.
| staggered back a few steps, likea drunken
man...”

Theamateur observerstha Ferris high-
lightswill befamiliar to readers of popul ar
astronomy publications: Jack Newton,
SephenJamesO’ Meara,DonParker,David
Levy, and many more. But few have heard

AWORYARD

THY FERRIS
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the anecdotes told here of the personal
motivations and triumphs of a handful of
legendary sky gazers. There's even a con-
versationwithBrian May, theleed guitarist
for therock band Queen. How many ama-

sEHm;m
= DARK

teurs know that May
has a college degree
in mahematics and
astronomy, or that
Queen’slittleknown
but outstanding
acousticsong “ 39" is
aboutrd divistictime
dilaion?

There’s a lot of
good science in this
book as well. The
chapter on the moon
contains a wonderful
explanation of the
tidesonEarth, aswell
as the best summary
I've ever read of the
varioustheoriesabout
the “moon size’ illu-
sion tha makes the
moon seem huge
when seen dose to the horizon.

Ferris' previousbookshaveestablished
him as asolid popularizer of scienceand he
continues that tradition with Seeing inthe
Dak. It' san easy blend of history, science
andpersond experiencethatisapleasureto
read. | highly recommend this book. (re-
view by John Rummd)

Leonid Meteors Do Not Disappoint

by John Rummd

T uesday morning, November
19th, theskieswere abligingly
clear, though the nearly full
moon put a bit of a damper on meteor
observing. | got up at 3am and arranged a
blanket in my driveway where | could ob-
sarve straght to the zenith while alowing
my houseto block thelight of themaoon. In
thehour that | observed (3to4amlocd), |
counted 25 Leonids, many of which were
quiteniceand | eft alingering trail. A friend
from Minnegpolisreorted similar numbers
for the hour before 4 am but saw ajumpin
therate between4:30 and5:00 am, coincid-
ing with the predicted peak for North

America. | guess| went in too soon (but
those bedsheats surefelt good after lyingin
the cold for an hour).

Jim Lattis reportsthat about 200 people
gathered & Wingra Park in Madison be-
tween 3 and 5:30 am and weretreatedto a
nice show, many of the participants view-
ing ameteor shower for thevery first time.
One teescope was s& up so everybody
could enjoy excd lent views of Jupiter and
Saturnaswell.

It was not the best meteor shower, butif
theexpertsarecorrect, it may havebeenour
last chance for aLeonid storm for about the
next 100 years or Sso.

A star to call one’s
own, part |l

by John Rumme

herecounted hi sexperiencereceiv-
ing a named star from the “star
| dsohave ataletotdl

I n Greg Sdlek’s column last issue,

naming company.”
inthisregard.

A few years ago at Christmas time, |
received a star named in my honor. The
story isabit amusing. It was thebeginning
of December and we were preparing to
travd to Maryland to visit my family for
Christmas, aswas our tradition a thetime.
My mother had cdled afew daysealier to
tdl methat one of thegifts she had gotten
for us was being shipped directly to Wis-
consin so we wouldn’t have to carry too
much stuff home with us on the plane. A
few days later, | arrived home from work
one day a hit early, and found a package
insideour storm door. | assumed it wasthe
gift my mother had referred to. | then no-
ticed on thebox thelogoand i mprimatur of
thelnternationd Sar Registry. Withagroan,
| showed it to my wife, and gaveher abrief
summary of the| SR’ spracti ce of “naming”
starsf or peopl e, andhow they wererooking
peopl e out of their hard-earned cashwhile
offering a“service’ for somethingthey had
no right to offer. | sad tha | couldn’t
bdievetha my mother hadbeentakeninby
theirglitzy sounding adverti sements. There
washo mistakeabout thescorninmyvoice.

It was about then that | noti ced thel ook
on my wifeé s face She wasn't listening
impassivey to my harangue. On her face
was a combination of embarrassment and
hysterical amusement. She had been the
giver, not my mother.

| spent most of the remainder of that
evening trying to g my firmly wedged
foot out of my mouth, while apologizing
and explaining that | didn’t exactly mean
that it was stupid or anything, just amis-
guided, e, unfortunae... no.... Sigh. No
escape.

A gift like this may be a had for an
astronomer to swalow, but remember, it's
adways the thought tha counts.
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Thisresourcelistis madeup of peoplewho havespecid intarestswhich
they arewilling, even eeger, to sharewith othersin the Sod ety. Many
membaes, not liged, d so areinterested i n particul ar agpects of astronomy and
havecons derabl eexperti seinviewi ng and i magi ng theski es. Membears are
encouraged to cometo themonthly meetings not only to get to knowthe
othe mambas, but to discussand enjoy ther pedd or general interestsin
vari ous agpects of astronomy. ThisisaSodety of beginners and experienced
amateurs. From timetoti mewe have seasoned professi ond sattending. The
medtings areagood timeto meat thesepeopleaswdll. Seeyou there

Resource Peopleand Specid Interests

» Newsl etter Editor: open to gopointment

» L X200 Observatory: Dick Greiner 233-6882
(ragrel ner@mail bag.com)

* Photo Editor: Tim Ellestad 233-3305
(dlestad@mailbag.com)

» Webmeaster: Dan Strome241-3775
(dan.strome@mpcug.com)

* VaiableStars: Dave Weer 241-1444
(davewei er@att.net)

* CCD Imaging: Dick Greiner 233-6882
(ragrel ner@mail bag.com)

* Jupiter Observations: Wynn Wacker 274-1829
(wkw@mailbag.com)

* Deep Sky Observing: Tom Brissette 833-4225
(tom.bri ssette@midplans.net)

» Minor Planet Search: Greg Sdlek 848-6301
(orion98@charter.net)
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