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From the President’s Desktop

by Neil Robinson

reetings, greetings fellow

MAS es. It'sapleasureto be

writing my first president’s
reportfor thenewsl etter, especidly asthere
is much to report.

First of dl, thenew slateof officersfor
the next year, induding yours truly, are
instdled; dl except a secretary. We till
need someoneto step forward to fill A.J.
Cave'’s shoes as secretay for the next
year. Thisisaserious problem becausethe
secretary position is stipulated in the by-

laws and our tax exempt status as a501(c)3
nonprofit corporation depends, in part, on
our complying with the officer staffing
provisionsaslad out in thebylaws. Some-
onepleasestep forward and help usout, a
lesst for the next year.
Secondly,wehavejust reeched anagree-
ment with Leroy Yanna to purchase the
triangle of land containing the entry drive
to YRS and to redefine the existing Kdly
Road exit use-easement for for $1,500. The
paperwork process will be started directly

Moon Over Monona Terrace
—Qctober 11th - 6 PM - Mark Your Calendars!

Attentionadl MASmembers. TheMadi-
son Astronomicad Society has once again
scheduled a public observing event in col-
|aboration with the MononaTerrace Com-
munity and Convention Center. “Moon
Ove MononaTerrace’ asitishilledwasa
big success when we last held the event
severd years ago, dtracting a crowd of
amost 700 people. Thispromotioninvites
the publictocomedown to the Evjue Roof-
top Gardens of Monona Terraceto “View
theMoon Through Te escopes.”

Thisevent isschedul ed for theevening
of Friday, October 11th with thefollowing
evening, October 12th,reserved asaw esther
day. Setuptimeis6 PM. Parking informa
tion will be announced as the event go-
proaches. Theloading dock, large carts and
thesarviceelevator will beavalableto get
our equi pment tother ooftop gar den. Power
outlets, PA system, concessions, etc. will
beprovided by MononaTerrace. Theevent
will condude & 10 PM &s stipulated by
MononaTerracerooftop operationd rules.
AsOctober 11thisactudly an MAS mest-

ing night, ashort business mesting will be
held on the Monona Terrace rooftop just
prior to commencing public viewing. In-
quiriesabout awesther postponement, MAS
members or generd public, may be made
by cdling Monona Tarace a 261-4042.
MASmembersmayadsocal PresidentN el
Robinson a 238-4429 or Obsarvatory Di-
rector Tim Ellestad & 233-3305. If the
event is postponed to Saturday evening the
MAS monthly business meeting will be
held as usual & 7:30 PM Friday & Space
Place

As you can imagine many viewing in-
struments are needed to provide viewing
for such alarge turnout (even considering
that the crowd comes and goes throughout
theevent). At thefirst Moon Over Monona
Terrace members brought 12 instruments
and they wereall busy. Having avariety of
viewing equipment is desirable as it dem-
onstrates how amateur astronomy can be
pursued with many different kinds of in-
struments, large and smdl, expensive or
economical.

and we hopeto dose thedeal by theend of
summer.

Mark your calendersfor October 11th!
We are planning to have a presence a the
Moon Ove Monona Terrace gathering,
and count on dl of youto hep usachievea
large turnout of MAS members for this
community outreachopportunity. Therewill
beashort d ub-busi ness meeting before the
MOM event starts. (Further details can be
found below and in the October newsl et-
ter.)

It is essentid that members show up
with egquipment for Moon Over Monona
Tearace The event will be promoted by
bengindudedintheMononaT eraceFal
Public Events Brochurethat getsamailing
to thousands of addressesas well asbeing
adaly handout a the Convention Center.
MononaTerace will dsoseethat theevent
gets newspaper promotion. MASwill doa
poster campaign on public bulletin boards
a the Public Libraries, community stores
and schools in the Madison Metropolitan
Area

ReservE OcTOBER 11THAND 12rH ON
Your CaLeEnDARYd Your paticipation is
vitd .Doing publiceducati onprojectsabout
astronomy fulfils part of our obligation to
ournon-prof it corporationcharter, thussus-
taining our exemption from paying prop-
erty tax (VEry | mporTANT—MOreabout this
inthenear future). Besides, thisisaredly
fun event and will probably yied us afew
new members! Plan to be there. It’ll bea
great timel — Tim Ellestad
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Officers

PRESIDENT
Neil Robinson
238-4429
ne landtanya@mailbag.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Wynn Wacker
274-1829
wkw@mailbag.com

TREASURER
Mary Ellestad
233-3305
dlestad@mail bag.com

SECRETARY
vacant

OBSERVATORY DIRECTOR
Tim Ellestad
233-3305
dlestad@mail bag.com

AT-LARGE BOARD MEMBERS
Dan Strome
241-3775
dan. strome@mpcug.com

Matt Mills
608-754-6808
mills@charter.net

Madison Astronomi cal Society
membersare adive in sharing the
pleasures of astronomy with the
public, acting as aresource for
gudents and teachers and
exchangi ng i nformation at Soci ety
meetings whi ch occur monthly. The
Society conti nues to pursue its
original goal to“ promate the
science of agronomy and to
educate the public i nthe wonders
of theuniverse”
For more information about the
Society, please contact one of the
officerslisted above.

MAS thanks
Inter net Dynami cs Corpor ation
for hosting our web presence Visit
MAS on theweb at:

www.madisonastro.org
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A Word from the Outgoing Editor

While | do consider mysdf to be rea-
sonably extroverted, that’s notwhat | meen
by “outgoing” in the headline above. I've
been stating my intention of resigning the
editorship of this newsletter for over ayear
now, but havekept a it out of loydty tothe
society and a desire to see this important
vehidefor outreach continue Several mem-
bershavementioned to metherinterestin
possibly taking over the editorship (you
know who you are). | hope you'll consider
taking theplungenow. Contact meor Neil
Robinson and we'll get you garted.

A few quick remarks as | wrap up the
layout of thisissueof Capitol Skies.

First, while a cdendar is provided in
each issue, | mug put a plug in for Dan
Strome sworkon ourMASweb site. Ifyou
haven't been there in awhile, do check it
out. Dan’s calendar ind udes not only Soci-
ety and Space Place related info, but dso
extensivecoverageof summer events such
as the UW Astronomy Department’s Uni-
verse in the Park, Washburn observing
nights, etc. Thanksto Danfor doing such a
bang up job on the web.

Speskingof theweb site, another recent
edition is the photo gdlery. Click on the
“observing” link on the main page and
you'll be taken there. If you do any astro-
photography, consider sending Dan afew
of your shots.

A quick word about the upcoming
“Moon Paty” MA Swill behosting for the
MononaTerrace Convention Center. | was
fortunae to be one of those in atendance
| ast timethis event was held, in September
of 1999 (seephoto by TimEllestad be ow).
It issd dom that our soci ety has an opportu-
nity to put the skies on display for such a
large segment of the public. After that
evening nearly three years ago, my voice
waspracticdly shot. | had aconstant stream
of childrenandadultsfor nearly threehours
tha night. Luckily, lwastherewithafriend
whodidnot bringhisownte escope, andhe
was able to spdl me several times that
evening sol couldget adrink and otherwise
recharge. | don’t think I'd be exaggerating
if | saidthat over 100peopl el ookedthrough
my tel escope that night.

Sharing astronomy with the public is
second natureto most of you who areread-
ing this. Youwill sseno better opportunity
to do so than thisevent.

The focus, of course, will be on the
moon.MASwill makesomematerid savail-
able (basic maps for pointing out mgor
features). Don't fret if you think you' renot
knowledgable enough to share Remem-
ber, many of those you'll be sharing with
tha night will never havelooked through a
teescope before Just be friendly and be
willing to sharewha you know. The natu-
ra beauty of themoon will takecare of the
rest.

The editor sharing a ook at the moonwith a 1999 “ MOM” attendee.
September 19, 1999, photo courtesy Tim Ellestad



Book Reviews
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—World Building by Stephen L. Gillett (edited by Ben

Bova)

—Bad Astronomy: Misconceptions and Misuses
Revealed, from Astrology to the Moon Landing

“Hoax" by Philip C. Plait

rldBuildingturnedout tobe
one of the most valuable
books | found for devel oping

theredism of an imaginary universel was
inventing for a science fiction role playing
game. This book engaged mein thinking
moreimeaginativey about constructing star
systemsand life-supporting planets.
Gillett begins by reviewing astronomi-

cd terms and concepts such as gravity,
orbits, seasons, and tidd action to establish
acommon ground with thereader. Hethen
describes the characteristics of periodicd -
ements and reléaes this information to the
composition of various planes. Before |
read thisbook | had assumed that dl of the
moons of the gas giants were cold bdls of
rock. As it turns out, eech moon is quite
different. Forinstance, 1o, oneof Jupiter's
moons, has the highest rate of volcanism
known, and Titan, Saturn’s largest moon,

has an amosphere denser then Earth’s!

Using the Eath as a modd, Gillett
explains plate tectonics and provides an
introduction to the interrd ationship of at-
mosphere and the life it supports. He dso
emphasizes the huge effects oceans can
have onthe evolution of planets. Thispart
reminded me that there isn't that big of a
differencebetweenVenus' srunaway green-
house effect and what could happen here!

Another section of the book describes
the rdationships and effects tha a star’ s
distance, brightness, and mass can have on
itsplanets.

Theviability of devd oping lifeon solar
systems with multiple stars is dso dis-
cussed in this section. This is important
sinceitgetsharder toformplanets, letd one
life-baring ones, with eech star you factor
into a gystem. Since over 50% of solar
systems are multiplestar systems, my uni-

Cdenda

MAS monthly meeting 7:00 pm board meeting, 7:30 main presenta-
tion: Member Dick Greiner will give a presentation about his recent
tour of Arizona observatories. 1605 S. Park .

7:00 pm, Space Placeguest speaker: Dr. Matt Briggs, “Zeno: A Space
Shuttle Experiment on ‘Soft’ Huids.” 1605 S Park St.

7:00 pm, Space Place Eyeson theSkiesw/ Jim Lattis. 1605 S. Park

7:00 pm, Space Place guest spesker: TBA, 1605 S. Park St.
MAS monthly megting 7:00 pm board meeting, 7:30 main presenta-

7:00 pm, MM SD Planetarium Public Program, “Skywatching.” Me-
morid High School, corner of Gammon and Minerd Point. 663-6102

7:00 pm, Space Place: Eyeson the Skiesw/ Jim Lattis. 1605 S. Park

August 9
August 13
August 27
St.
September 10
September 13
tion: TBA, 1605 S. Park St.
September 18
for info on admission $3.
September 24
St.
October 11/12

Moon over Monona Terrace, see page 1 for info.

verse would probably feature quite afew,
S0 it was important for me to learn about
this.

Throughout his book Gillett indudes
hel pful f ormul ae: technical ones, whichare
essentid in designing aredistic planet or
solar system, and thoseintended tohd p the
writer writeamore colorful sciencefiction
book. An exampleof the former would be
aformulato determine theluminosity of a
star, and an exampleof thelater would be
formulato determinehow large (the angu-
lar diameter) stelar objects would look in
the sky, or the “horizon distance” of a
planet.

Inthelast chapter of thebook, “Not As
We Know It,” planets with extreme (but
still lifesupporting) conditions are consi d-
ered. On aplanet richin neon, for example,
the amosphere could be cgpable of sup-
porting large flying creatures. Designing a
planet that can deveop large—ot to men-
tion intelligent—flying creatures always
seemsto be aproblemin scence fiction.

World Buildingis part of an excellent
saries cdled The Scence Fiction Writing
Series, dl edited by Ben Bova Thereare3
other books in the series, covering other
partsof sciencefiction,suchas, spacetrave,
timetrave, and diens—all designedto hep
a writer write plausible science fiction.
(reviewed by Ben Hastil)

cont. top of next page
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i sconceptions creep into the

public’s understanding of

astronomy perhaps more
than any other science. Surveys have found
tha even graduaes of dite univesities
cary persistent misconceptions or even
wildly incorrect idess about the phases of
the moon or the cause of the seasons.

For the past severd years, astronomer
Phil Rait has been battling these miscon-
ceptions, as well as the flood of just plan
bad astronomy (hence the name). Plat’'s
web site has built aloyd following, and |
have been a frequent visitor there d most
sinceitsinception. For peoplelikeme, the
book Bad Astronomyisalogicd extension
of theweb site. For newcomers, it will bea
wel come addition to your libraries.

In addition to chapters on lunar phases
and the cause of the seasons, Plat adds a
detaled (and farly technical) account of
tides, theCorioliseff ect (asgpplied totoil et
bowl water rotation), why the sky is blue,
the moon size illusion, and many, many
others. Diggingalittledeeper intothe“cur-
rent issues’ genre, Plait also tackles
Veikovsky, UFOs, crestionism and astrol -
ogy. Hiswriting isvery dear and should be
accessibleto anybody interested in science
andthebattl eagai nst pseudosci entificnon-
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sense.

Reguler visitorsto theweb site will be
familiar with Plait’s crusade against the
“moon hoaxers’ — those who persist in
bdieving tha the Apollo moon landings
werefaked.Plat’ ssitel edthecharge agai nst
thisnonsense, and heindudes abrief trea-
ment of the topic in hisbook as wdl.

BadAstronomyislightlyillustratedwith
amix of schematic drawings (to illustrate
forexampl e tidesor themoonsizeillusion)
and black and white photographs. Some of
thechapters couldcertainly have benefitted
from morelavishillustrations, and perhaps
even somecolor plates (the chapter onthe
Apollo “hoax,” for example, needed some
additiond photos to help dispd the most
common obj ections). However, theformat
of the book (paperback) and the expense
(between $11 and $14) dictated the conser-
vative goproach, I'm sure.

Thechaptersare wdl balanced in size.
With atopic per chapter, and 24 chapters
totaling 257 pages, you won't find an in-
depth treatment of any of these topics, but
enough to surdy whet your appetite He
aso provides recommendations for addi-
tiond reading, both book and WWW, inan
aopendix.

In the larger context of “defense of
science” writings, Plat joins other such
notables as Cal Sagan, Martin Gadner,
Robert Park, Stephen Jay Gould, and
Michad Shermer. Plat’s contribution isa
welcome one, and heis poised totake his
plece as a defender against bad science.
(reviewed by John Rummd )

Web Watch

—In search of good science content on the intemet

For theinformationaddict, theinternet is
like a hyperactive kid in a candy store So
much content is so essily available, that
travling the net for vauable information
often degeneratesinto afrustrating effort to
separaethe wheet from the chaff.

And thereislots of chaff out there

M ostdai ly web surfer spracti cethei rtask
by identifying ther own persona “most
trusted” web sites, and returning to those
sitestimeand timeagain for their daily fix of
information. My own bookmark lig reflects
my efforts to hone such alist over the past
severd years. So, herearemy topfourinternet
sites—onestha | turnto on at |east aweekly
basi sfor news. They refl ect my own persona
biases, and areheavily weighted in favor of
astronomy, physics, and miscdleneous i -
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Thisismy lig, I’d liketo hear about the
sitesyou find useful :

1) SciQuest.com's Sci Central News
Service (http://wwwi.sci quest.comand dick
on the Sci Central 10go)

SciQuest offers an emall news srvice
that | find maore useful then any other similar
sarvice I've seen. Sign up with your email
address and preferences, and every Friday
yourece veacond seemail withthetopnews
stories of the week in your chosen fidds.
Maerid is referenced directly to the web
sites of the pubications from which they are
drawvn, NASA labs (Goddard, JPL, etc),
New Scientig, ESA, Space.com, SpaceDaly,
Sdence and Technology Review, and doz-

ens of others. | regul arly usetheirastronomy
and astrophysicsnews summaries, aswd |l as
severd rdated to biology and evolution. If |
could access only one scence news source
on theinternet, thiswould beit.

2) Sy and Tdescope (http://
skyandte escope com/)

Thebest astronomy magazine, and their
websiteisfirst ratetoo. | usethis sited most
daily to keep up on bresking stories, sky
watching tips, reviews of equipment, ec.
ST constantly manages to find ways to
improvewithout changing the accessability
and usefullness of thesite
3) The New York Times Science (http:/
www.nyti mes.convpages/sc ence/
indexhtm)

cont. top of next page



Web picks, cont.

Whenl livedinSyracuse, | d wayslooked
forward to Tuesdays and the Science Times
section of theNY T. Upon moving toMadi-
son12 years agoand findingit nearlyimpos-
sibleto get the Tuesday edition rdidbly, |
gaveit up. After afew years of fitsand starts
on the internet, I’'m hgppy to report tha the
Timesand| ar eback onafirst-namebasisand
their sc encesectionisbetterthanever. Their
coverage of astronomy and astrophysics is
excdlent andregul & correspondentssuchas
Dennis Overbyeand Lawrence Krauss pro-
vide strong content. A “must seg’ site each

Capitol Skies, August/September 2002

week i ndeed. Outstandi ngbook reviews too.
4) Space.com (http://acecony)

Inspiteof somedubi usdeci sionsoverthe
years (they actudly once had a section on
horoscopes—quickly removed when ther
reader ship cried foul), Space.com has man-
aged to find a permanent hame on my lig.
Some of their regular correspondents (such
as Robert Roy Britt) areexcd lentand havea
way of sniffingout good stories thet nobody
e seseemsto pick up on.

- contributed by John Rummd

Another Blast from the Past (circa 1964)

by Eric Thiede

Thisis ashort excerpt from the June
1964issueof Ster Trails, thenewsl etter of
the Junior Astronomica Society of Madi-
son, Wisconsin (JASMW). It predates
even my membership in tha organiza
tion, and because of this| didnot havethe
pleasure to be persond ly acquainted with
the writer Dave Gladstone or hisequaly
infamous brother Donn. From thetone of

it they must havebeen fun guysto know.

Referred to bdow is aFish Hachery
Road that was a tha time pretty much a
narr ow two-l ane country byway. Itwould
be quite an accomplishment to wak it
fromtheFishHatcherytotheOscar Mayer
Observatory today, without becoming a
pedestrian traffic fadity.

Upcoming Events

By Dave Gladstone

Our annud picnic will be on Satur-
day, June 6. This is the most important
megting of the year, so plan to atend. It
will be a the Fish Hachery’'s picnic
grounds (two miles south of the Beltline
on Fish Hachery Road), and will start a
23:00 Universal Time(6:00 PM inCDT
for those uninitiated). Bring asandwich,
cold cuts, hard-boiled eggs, etc. because
we will have no barbecue, grill, dectric
range, or other cooking implement. After
having gorged oursd ves with such unap-
petizing ddicacies, wewill cdl our busi-
ness meeting, during which we will hold
eections. Thisisoneof thereasonswhy
it is the most important meeting of the
year. Then wewill trek down theroad for
haf amileand arrivefull and exhausted
(remember, a whole hdf-mile) at the

observatory, where we will initiate our
summer season with aStar Party. Thisis
theother reason whyitisthemostimpor-
tant meeting of the year. Everybody is
encouraged to bring ther friends and
prospective members to the meeting
(those of you who will take the time to
andyze that statement will find some
veryinteresting connotetions). Re atives,
Seniors, and the generd public are dso
invited to atend the Star Party, which
should start a aout 1:00 UT (you figure
thisone out).

Thedates of the Star Parties have not
been figured out yet, but rest assured that
you will be notified before each one.

The Seniors are having their annual
picnic on June 12 and their monthly

observing session on June 26.

From the Observatory
Director

by Tim Ellestad

Asper thedeci sionsof themembership,
contractor-supplied maintenance has been
aranged for a theY annaResearch Stétion.

Miscd laneous car pentry and mechani -
cd jobsare pendingwithHansM oen. Wolfe
Tree Sevice in Bdleville has been con-
tactedfor tree and hedgetrimming. Progress
isslowbecauseour jobsaresmal and these
contractorswill fit them into timegapsthat
occur inther larger projects.

| met with a panting contractor for an
estimaeon thevarious pant and stain jobs
that need to be doneat YRS. I’'m antici pa-
ing an estimate before the next business
mexting.

In the process of completing much of
thiswork, some of the YRS facilities may
be briefly out of service When this isthe
case gopropriae signs will be displayed
andpertinentinf ormationwill be displayed
ontheclubhousebul letinboard. Itisimpor-
tant that members observe the out-of-ser-
vice status.

Recent email messages that | have re-
calved suggest tha theremay be confusion
on the part of some members regarding
publicviewing a YRS. Peoplewho arenot
MAS members havebeenrequestingdirec-
tionsto YRS for observing.

TheMAS rules statethat non-members
may observe & YRS only as guests when
accompanied by an MAS member host.
Thisimpliesa“member and friends” situ-
aionand notamember servingasadefacto
host for any non-member arrivas. Thisrule
adso covers pre-arranged events such as
school outingswhere it ismandated that a
suitable number of MAS observing mem-
berswill beschedul ed to be in attendance.

The MAS does not hold “open-to-the-
public’ observing events at YRS. This
servesour security concerns by keepingthe
location of theobservatory reasonably ob-
scure and, most importantly, is consistent
with the site use description provided for
obta ning our insurance policy.

Here’slookingforwardtoclear skieson
dark nights and the camaraderie of MAS
members enjoying the use of the Y anna
Resear ch station.
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2810 Mason Strest
Madison, W 53705

MASwould like to thank:

Tim Santon and IMAGESUNLIMITED
for printing the newsletter
and

for hosting our web presence

Thisresourcelistis madeup of peoplewho havespecid intarestswhich
they arewilling, even anxious, to harewith athasintheSod ety. Many
membaes, not liged, d so areinterested i n particul ar agpects of astronomy and
havecons derabl eexperti seinviewi ng and i magi ng theski es. Membears are
encouraged to cometo themonthly meetings not only to get to knowthe
othe mambars, but to discuss and enjoy thear spedd or general interestsin
vari ous agpects of astronomy. ThisisaSodety of beginners and expeaienced
amateurs. From timetotimewe have seasoned professi ond sattending The
medtings areagood timeto meat thesepeopleaswdll. Seeyou there

Resource Peopleand Specid Interests

» Newsl etter Editor: open to gopointment

» L X200 Observatory: Dick Greiner 233-6882
(ragrel ner@mail bag.com)

* Photo Editor: Tim Ellestad 233-3305
(dlestad@mailbag.com)

» Webmeaster: Dan Strome241-3775
(dan.strome@mpcug.com)

* VaiableStars: Dave Weer 241-1444
(davewei er@att.net)

* CCD Imaging: Dick Greiner 233-6882
(ragrel ner@mail bag.com)

* Jupiter Observations: Wynn Wacker 274-1829
(wkw@mailbag.com)

* Deep Sky Observing: Tom Brissette 833-4225
(tom.bri ssette@midplans.net)

» Minor Planet Search: Greg Sdlek 848-6301
(orion98@charter.net)

First Class




